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triodes), two VR78 (diodes), four VR65A, Eddystone 
Butterfly Condenser, 1 uF. 1,000 v.w. Block Condenser, 
Genemotor 11-12 v. input at 3.8 Amp., output 480 v. 40 
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EDITORIAL 


* 
MAGAZINE 


Occasionally I take the oppor- 
tunity to report to members the 
difficulties which arise in the 
production of your magazine. 

Since the July 1949 issue, 
except for the past few months, 
every member throughout Aus- 
tralia received his or her maga- 
zine within a few days of the 
first of each month. This has 
been possible only by the 
prompt arrival of all Divisional 
notes by the 8th of each month. 


I don’t know if the strain has 
been too much for some corres- 
pondents for over the past few 
months, notes have been drib- 
bling in up to ten days after 
the 8th. The nett result has 
been late delivery of the maga- 
zine. 

I have many times stressed the 
fact that any notes arriving after 
the deadline will not be consid- 
ered for publication, and if I had 
strictly enforced this policy 
there would, over the past few 
months, have been a number of 
offended correspondents as well 
as a large number of members 
to whom the correspondent is 
responsible. 


Iam quite well aware that the 
person who is held responsible, 
by the general member for the 


‘non appearance of notes, or the 


late delivery of the magazine, is 
the undersigned. Nevertheless, I 
believe I can take it and for the 
future, let it be plainly under- 
stood that Divisional and zone 
notes MUST be in my hands not 
later than the 8th of each month. 


The 8th of each month has 
been agreed upon as a dead- 
line, but there is no reason why 
notes if:complete cannot be for- 
warded by the Ist or the 3rd as 
the case may be—the earlier 
they arrive the easier the task 
of producing the magazine be- 
comes. Your Magazine Commit- 
tee is an energetic and hard 
working Committee and any- 
thing which makes their task 
easier is very much appreciated. 

To those of you who are al- 
ways on time with your contri- 
butions, I offer my _ sincere 
thanks; to those who are perhaps 
a little slow please see that your 
notes are on time. 

THOMAS D. HOGAN, 
Editor. 
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KAR SET 


Radio and Hobbies 
* Car Radio Kit as 
described in May is- 


NEW B.A.I. HIGH FIDELITY 
CRYSTAL PICKUP HEADS 
RECORD CHANGER Suitable to replace all Collaro or 


The new Collaro R.C.50 Record Garrard magnetic pickups. When 


sue of Radio and Hobbies. Changer. The most trouble-free ordering advise if required for 
Homecrafts offer this kit record changer ever produced. Garrard or Collaro pickups. 


Synchronous motor and high Price, 45/-. 
fidelity crystal pickup. Plays nine 
records. Price 10 Gns. 


complete to the Jast nut 
and bolt. Price, as illus- 
trated, 18 Gns. Including 
Sales Tax. 


POWER TRANSFORMER BARGAIN 
Brand new 100 Ma. Power Trans- 
former, with stz windings. 
Reduced from 44/- to 24/11. 

eal 


VIBRATORS 


12 volt non- 
synchronous 
Vibrators, 
standard 
tpye. Usually 
0/-. Cut to 
only 9/11. 


STREAMLINED STEEL 
SPEAKER BOXES 
As illustrated, with brown 
crackle finish. Suitable for 
up to 8” speaker. Price, 
as illustrated, 28/6. 


NEW SIX-SECOND SCOPE 
SOLDERING IRONS 


Ready for use in six seconds. 
Operates from a 6 volt battery 
or from mains. Price, as illus- 
trated, 43/6. Transformer for 
mains operation, 30/6. 


TORCH BARGAINS 


Five cell focussing torches. All 
chrome finish, as illustrated, Case 
with globe. 1,500 foot beam. 
Only 19/11. Batteries, 3/9 extra. 


RADIOGRAM CABINETS 
Beautiful walnut piano finish 
standard model, £13/19/6. 
Model with deep well for 
record changer, £14/7/-. 
Also. available in blonde 
finish. Standard model, 
£16/9/6. Model with deep 
well for record changer, 
£16/17/-. Country and In- 
terstate clients add 15/- 
packing charge. 
ad 

CAPITOL EXTENSION 
SPEAKERS 


SUPER METER BARGAIN 
English Moving Coil Meters. 2” 
scale, 200 ohms per volt. Two 
models available. (0-20, 0-40 volt. 
Price, as illustrated, only 19/11. 


Steel crackle 
finish cabinet 
with cord & 
witch. Col- 
ours cream, 
grey or black 
Price, com- 
plete as illu- 
strated, 45/- 


ARMY DISPOSAL BARGAIN 


Telephone with up to 10 mile TRIPLE SPEED GRAMO MOTORS 
range. Complete as illustrated, Imported American synchronous 
only. 39/11. Plus batteries, 5/-. type T.S. Electric Motors; 33-1/3, 
Connecting Wire, in one or two 45 and 78 rp.m. Complete with 
mile drums, £5 per mile. Turntable as illus., £12/19/6. 


290 LONSDALE STREET, MELBOURNE 


LARGEST STOCK 


GREATEST 
BARGAINS 


SUPER PICKUP BARGAIN 


Tru-Trak Magnetic Pickups. As illustrated. Reduced 
from 70/- to 14/11. 


Mataedage © 
Hecae 


HYPERFIDELITY PICKUPS 


Headmaster type Pickups. Complete with three 
cartridges, tonaliser and transformer. £10/14/6. 


Replacement Cartridges .. .. £1 8 6 
Ponalisers. sss eee ec LOO 
Mransfonmers ti agen causa ne O =D) 
Ge vrielomby: ais Uk cin por Ue Te 


pT OE STE 


SUPER TRANSMITTING TUBE BARGAIN 


Brand new American imported Eimac 100TH tubes. 
Reduced from 8 Gns. to 49/6. 


STOP PRESS!! 
SUPER BARGAINS!! 


Odd Shielded Coils, R.F.,° Ose., ete., cut to 1/- 
5 Valve Steel Drilled Ducoed Chassis, cut to 1/- 
Speaker Transformers, all primary impedances to 
2.30 ohms ae eee 2/11 
Kingsley Ferrotune Units KFT3. 4 Valve superhet 
foundation kit with chassis .. .. .+ -- 
Portable loop aerials, cut to .. .. .. -. .- 2/12 
Portable leatherette covered wooden Cabinets, 14/11 
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DRIVING 


Nowdays it is quite common to have 
a contact on phone and hear, “I am 
using 807s in zero bias as modulators 
OM,” and find another convert to using 
our “Maid of all work,” the 807, in a 
new job. 

This is quite understandable, for used 
in. zero bias, the 807 is completely 
tamed, and parasitics are non existent. 

For those who have not got access to 
the original article, it may be as well 
to run briefly over the circuit, shown 
Ane SAN shay Ine ole 

The centre tap of the driver trans- 
former is grounded, and the ends of the 
secondary windings connected to the 
screens of the 807s. A 20,000 ohm re- 
sistor is connected between the screen 
and grid as shown, and the plates of 
the 807s are fed to the conventional 
modulation transformer. The cathodes 
of both 807s are grounded. 

With this circuit, the driver trans- 
former was the catch, as it had to match 
the driver tube to the grids of the 807s 
which had an almost constant imped- 
ance of 14,200 ohms, grid to grid. In 


addition, to obtain 120 watts of audio ~ 


it was necessary to use a driver which 
would supply 5 watts of drive to the 
grids; this meant a pair of 2A3s or 
equivalent, after allowing for trans- 
former losses, etc. 


In our applications, 120 watts is not 
required, and therefore the most popu- 
lar arrangement has been to use a 6L6G 
as driver, which allows us to obtain at 
least 75 watts of audio, and for lower 
audio requirements, a 6V6 or 6F6 was 
adequate. Obviously then, with zero 
bias 807s, the harder we drive them, 
the more we get out, up to their limit 
of 120 watts, provided of course, that 
our plate voltage, regulation, and 
impedance match are correct. 

Ahead of the driver, we need the 
usual voltage stages to lift the gain from 
the microphone to give a voltage which 
will enable the driver to operate at its 
correct output. With a crystal micro- 
phone, this is about two stages, or with 
a carbon microphone, one stage would 
be adequate. 

So much for the circuit as originally 
described, and now to the circuit de- 
scribed in February, 1950, “CQ,” shown 
fay Sh IO eee 

Tl is a conventional plate-to-push- 
pull input transformer, such as the type 
used to feed a 6C5 to a pair of 2A38s; 
in other words, an ordinary voltage 
transformer (most of us have a trans- 
former of this type lying about). The 
centre tap of the transformer is ground- 
ed, and the ends of the secondary fed 
to the grids of a 6SN7, which operates 
as two cathode followers. The cathodes 
are not grounded, but are connected as 
shown to the 807 screens and grids. 

The plates of the cathode followers 
are tied together, by-passed, and sup- 
plied with 300 volts. The remainder of 
the circuit is the same as “A.” 


* Technical Editor, 23 Parkside Avenue, 
Balwyn, Victoria. 
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THE ZERO BIAS 807s 


BY J. C. DUNCAN,* VK3VZ 


In August, 1948, “Amateur 


Radio” presented the latest circuit 
developed by R.C.A. for using the 
popular 807, as a zero bias modu- 
lator. Since then the 807 has been 
used in this application by many 


Australian Amateurs. 


Here is a new method of driving 
the zero bias 807s which simplifies 
the problems associated with the 
original circuit. 


Conventional methods of producing 
driving power in circuit “A” Fig. 1 
would involve’ power consumption 
largely cancelling the power economy 
advantages of the Class B operation. 
Such power need be supplied to each 
grid only on its positive half of the 
cycle, however, the cathode follower 
driver is a natural. 


Note there is no connection from the 
6SN7 cathodes to ground, except through 
the grids and screens of the 807s. Thus 
the plate current flowing in the 6SN7s 
is equal to the grid and screen current 
of the 807s, and varies from less than 
1 Ma. to peaks of 20 Ma. with voice 
modulation. Actually the total current 
of a 6SJ7 pre-amplifier, 6SN7 two stage 
resistance coupled triode amplifier, and 
the 6SN7 cathode follower stage totals 
less than 10 Ma. under static conditions. 
Since the driver section works on about 
250 volts, its plate power as well as 
that of the two voltage-stages is ob- 
tained from the one supply. 

Actually the direct-coupled cathode 
followers supply approximately 10 volts 
of positive bias with resultant total 
static plate current on the 807s of 30 
Ma. Of course with modulation, this 


a 


2A3 


250 -300V B 


B+ 
$00-700V 
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© 


plate current increases to 80 to 150 Ma., 
depending on the output required. 


The voltage stages required ahead of 
T1 are important, and it is necessary to 
see that sufficient voltage is supplied to 
the primary of T1, otherwise the power 
output from the 807 stage will be in- 
adequate. 


It is recommended that the minimum 
required from a crystal microphone 
would be: a 6SJ7 high gain amplifier, 
followed by two triode sections of a 
6SN7 as resistance coupled triodes. In 
the writer’s case the voltage stages used 
were:— 

Pre-amplifier on operating table, 
6SJ7 and 6J5 to 500 ohm line. 6SN7 
as two resistance coupled amplifiers, 
feeding T1, cathode followers and then 
the 807s Class B stage. From the 500 
ohm line, all other stages are in the 
main rack of the transmitter. With this 
line-up, the gain control is one-fourth 
on for 100% plate modulation of a 50 
watt power amplifier, ie. 25 watts of 
audio. The meter reading the combined 
plate currents of the 807s varies from 
a resting current of 30 Ma. to about’ 80 
Ma. on peaks, which means that for 25 
watts of audio, the 807s are simply 
loafing along. The plate to plate im- 
pedance was 10,200 ohms, and the plate 
voltage 500 volts, rather poorly 
regulated. . 

With this circuit it is claimed that 
60 watts of audio can be obtained, so 
it should be adequate for a 100 watt 
carrier. 


The following plate to plate imped- 
ances for the 807 Class B stage are 
appended for readers who have not a 
copy of the original article. 


Case 1 2 3} 
Plate Volts... 750 600 500 
Plate to Plate 
load .... .. .. 6650 5050 4000 ohms 
@ubputees ee 0) 90 72 watts 


Max. av. anode 
current (two 
valves) .... .. 240 240 240 Ma. 


NOTE.—If the Class B stage is run 
at lower plate currents or voltages, the 
plate to plate impedance will be differ- 
ent. The calculations are very simple 
with the following method, which is 
accurate enough for our requirements. 


In a Class B stage at any instant the 
grid of one tube will be driven positive 
and the other tube driven past cut off, 
and therefore in calculating impedances 
we need only consider one tube. As far 
as the one tube is concerned the primary 
of the output transformer is a resistance 
and therefore we have this plate load 
(R,) and the resistance of the Class B 
tube in series across the power supply. 
We can assume that about 80% of the 
power supply voltage will appear across 
the plate load Ry» as audio voltage, so if 
our plate supply is 500 volts, 400 volts 
peak of audio will appear across the 
plate load Ry. This gives us our voltage 
for calculation. : : 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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SO 


Any war naturally brings in its wake 
movements of population and the last 
war was no exception. The effect the 
writer has observed in his own State 
must have been duplicated many times 
over in other parts of Australia, that 
is, Hams who pre-war lived in the City 
have moved to country towns, others 
who used to live in rural areas now 
have a City QTH on their cards. This 
is good for the country as it prevents 
stagnation of population—but it’s not 
so good for the Ham who, like the 
writer, “cut his teeth’ on a.c. mains 
and now finds himself cursed with d.c. 


He finds himself bitterly reflecting 
that de-centralisation of population is 


‘something for the idealists to prattle 


about, but something with very obvious 
snags when applied in practice to Ham 
Radio. The town of Geraldton. W.A., 
has a three-wire 440 volt d.c. supply 
with an earthed neutral, giving (some- 
times) 220 volts between the outside 
leg and neutral, polarity with respect 


to earth depending on which side of 


the system one’s house is connected to. 


You may say, “Ah! 440 volts of d.c. 
—no trannies, no rectifiers, a minimum 
of filter—what’s the man _ beefing 
about?” But there’s a catch to it. Pre- 
war, a well-known VK6, now living in 
the metropolitan area, resided in Ger- 
aldton and in the course of moving 
from one dwelling to another, had the 
local authorities connect the 440 volt 
mains up each time. The only additional 
accessory was one six-volt battery for 
heater supply, and he was set for plenty 


_ of DX. 


Perhaps the municipal authorities 
have “had’’ Hams—or maybe their ex- 
cuse of shortages of materials is genuine 
—suffice it to say that none of Gerald- 
ton’s post-war batch of Hams can get 
the 440 volt supply. And, in the case 
of 6EL and the writer, the two hundred 
and twenty stalwart volts, which leave 
the power house, lose from thirty to 
fifty-five of their brethren before reach- 
ing our shacks! 


6EL (who should be coaxed into 
speaking of his own experience at a 
later date!) turned to the vibratory 
inverter method developed by Eric 
Cornelius (VK6EC) and got away from 
d.c. mains and their snags to the extent 
of being able to run the rig and a c.r.o. 
from a.c. The writer tackled the prob- 
lem from the rotary converter angle 
and found it not without disadvantages, 
but nevertheless possessed of sufficient 
good points to be installed permanently 
till such time as the Geraldton mains 
are changed from d.c. to a.c. some time 
this year. 


To any Ham living in a country town 
serviced by d.c. mains, I would sum up 
the position thus:— 

(1) Is there any immediate possibility 

of COnVeESION of town supply to 
a.c.? 


* 150 Fitzgerald Street, Geraldton, W.A. 
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BY R. H. ATKINSON,* VK6WZ 


We Hams who complain when 
our A.C. Mains Voltage drops a 
little should feel happier with our 
lot, when reading this article on 
the problems confronting the D.C. 
user and the eventual solution by 
VE6WZ. 


(2) Have you a small backyard with 
no opportunities for putting up 
high-gain arrays? 

(3) Is battery charging expensive to 
you? 


If you can answer “No” to all the 
above, then stick to d.c., put 807s in 
push-pull in your final and go to it. 
If, on the other hand, the answer is 
“Yes” and, additionally, you can 
scrounge a rotary converter (or buy one 
if you’re affluent), then I’d suggest you 
manufacture your own alternating cur- 
rent on the premises. 


Rotary Converter Circuit with 
Switchgear. 


The rotary starter’s metal frame and 
cover are earthed but in the above cir- 
cuit the no-volt release and overload 
trip are not shown. Dotted lines around 
converter represent steel case. Motor 
frame is, of course, also earthed. 


C1, C2—0.1 uF. 600 volt. 

C3—Dual suppression condenser, 0.5 uF. 
each side of earth. 

C4, C5—2 uF., 400 volt rating. 

C6é—4 uF., 600 volt rating. 

C7, C8—2 uF., 600 volt.rating. - 

RFC1, RFC2—125 turns of 18 s.w.g. on 
24” former. 

RFC3, RFC4, RFC5, RFC6—50 turns of 
18 s.w.g. on 24” former. 

R.S.—Rotary starter switch. 

FS1, FS2—10 amp. fuses. 

Bl, B2—D.C. brushes. a 

B3, B4—A.C. brushes. 

F—Converter field. 

T1—Step-up transformer. - 


Letters L, F, and A stand for line, field 
and armature. 


e 


YOU WOULD LIKE A.C? 


Choose as large a converter as your 
purse and your electric power account 
will stand. A small job, barely ade- 
quate for the demands of your equip- 
ment will pay off in terms of bad 
regulation, over-heating and kindred 
troubles. The bad regulation will be 
particularly acute when working c.w. 
Further, if you can, get hold of a 
machine made “from the frame up” for 
the purpose of power conversion—not 
a re-built electric motor. 


A double-wound converter is best of 
all and keeps your d.c. and a.c. circuits 
isolated. At VK6WZ a single-wound 
machine is in use (not from choice) and 
it is necessary to use transformers be- 
tween the slip rings and load for two 
reasons. Firstly, the a.c. voltage avail- 
able is always less than the maximum 
d.c. voltage applied to the armature 
and, secondly, it is essential to isolate 
the load from the d.c. mains. With this 
machine running on d.c. mains, which 
measure about 170 to 185 volts, the slip 
ring a.c. potential is in the region of 
115 to 130 volts. 

Careful installation is essential if the 
system is to work with minimum inter- 
ference to your own and neighbouring 
receivers. D.c. supply leads should be 
in earthed lead-covered cable. Plenty 
of filter should be applied to both d.c. 
and a.c. leads and the machine should 
be housed in a well-ventilated steel 
case. 

If possible, get it away from the shack 

as far as practicable. The 6WZ con- 
verter is located on the back verandah, 
just outside the shack and no more 
than ten feet, direct line,.from the 
receiver. Hardly an ideal set-up, but 
nevertheless, with the suppression em- 
ployed, workable. 
- The writer imagines that if it were 
possible to instal the machine in the 
good-shed or wash-house and bury the 
d.c. and ac. leads in water pipe, the 
arrangement would be entirely silent in 
the receiver, even on 28 Mc. As it is, 
reception on 7 and 14 Me. is unaffected 
by noise while on 28 Mc., with the noise 
limiter on the receiver switched in, 
most worth-while signals can be copied 
OK. Indeed, on the forty metre band, 
unsuppressed or partly suppressed dom- 
estic appliances in homes one hundred 
and more yards away make more noise 
than the converter, whose noise anyway 
is such as to make no difference to any 
signal, phone or c.w., which is copyable 
without the machine running. 


Here an important point must be 
stressed. Standing waves on the 
feed system of the antenna in use 
for receiving, play a big part in 
determining whether clean or noisy 
reception is to be obtained. 


If the antenna_is a dipole or beam 
for the band on which one is listening 
and the feed line is properly matched, 
converter noise will be at an absolute 
minimum. On the other hand, if you 
use “just a piece of wire” for a receiv- 
ing antenna, or attempt to receive 28 
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Me. signals on a 7 Mc. doublet (or 
vice-versa) you'll be in trouble. 


Earthing naturally plays an import- 
ant part in any such installation. In- 
dividual cases will, of course, call for 
special treatment. At 6WZ a water pipe 
earth is used on the power point end 
of the d.c. lead-covered line with a 
heavy 7/22 connection about 15 inches 
long. Out on the verandah, the end of 
the same lead-covered is earthed again 
to an adjacent water pipe about five 
feet distant. This earth is common to 
the steel case, converter frame and all 
mid-points on hash filters, as well as 
the braiding on leads to the starter- 
switch, etc. — 


It has been found necessary to earth 
the cover of the rotary starter switch 
and. indeed, the procedure of earthing, 
one at a time, various metal parts of 
the system not directly connected to 
either d.c. or a.c. lines proved a most 
interesting object lesson, checking the 
while with the receiver running. 


The circuit diagram shows all meas- 
ures adopted at 6WZ to eliminate noise 
and although a good deal of work was 
involved, the results have more than 
justified it. The pleasure of being able 
to put into service one’s pre-war trans- 
formers and rectifiers and of seeing the 
input on 7 Mc. go up from 6 waits to 
nearly 32 to a single 807, and that on 
28 Mc. from 3 watts to a single 807 to 
nearly 60, to a pair of these tubes in 
p.p., has more than offset the bother 
encountered. 


A few final remarks to the novice 
with electric machines. If your mach- 
ine is new, good and well. If it is not 
(as in the writer’s case), give it a good 
overhaul before even thinking about 
installing it. Industrial and commercial 
users of these machines seldom give 
them the care they deserve and about 
a pound and a half of,dirt, grease and 
oil had to be removed from various 
parts of the 6WZ machine before it 
could be usefully employed. 


Most machines have an adjustment 


whereby the relative position of the d.c. 
brushes can be altered. You'll find that 
the point of minimum sparking is not 
only the point of least noise, but also of 
most efficient working. It won’t be the 
adjustment which will give the greatest 
armature speed, but speed means very 
little in this case. Spend as much time 
as necessary in finding this optimum 
point, it’s about the most important 
thing in the whole arrangement. See 
that the commutator is clean and in 
good condition, if necessary have it 
skimmed and undercut by a competent 
electrical tradesman. Slip rings, too, 
should be clean and should run true. 


If you still doubt that such a machine 
can be effectively suppressed for radio- 
inductive interference, let this exper- 
ience convince you. The writer, after 
having cleaned and adjusted the mach- 
ine as outlined, had it running for a 
test on the kitchen floor (what Ham 
hasn’t invaded the kitchen at some time 
or other?) and in the same room at 
that time there was a standard type of 
broadcast portable in operation. This 
receiver was placed on the lid of the 


converter’s case and, turned with the . 
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loop antenna in the correct direction, 
Perth broadcast stations (300 miles 
distant) were played with only a trace 
of background noise. | 

VK6GA, W.A. Sub-Editor, who has 
seen and heard this unit in operation, 
has christened it 6WZ’s “baby Bun- 
nerong” and it certainly can be stated 
that it has put an entirely new aspect 
on the Ham Radio activities of its one 
and only “consumer.” 


ACCURATE FREQUENCY 
TRANSMISSIONS FROM 
VK3WI 


The next Accurate Frequency 
Transmission will take place on 


Thursday evening, 27th July, 1950, 
on the 7 Mc. band. Details of the 
operating procedure and times of 
operation will be found on page 
12 of the January, 1950, issue of 
this magazine. 


DRIVING THE ZERO BIAS 807s 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Now we want the peak current. 
Manufacturers’ characteristics give -the 
maximum average current for two tubes 
(sine wave input), so to find the peak 
current we divide the average current 
by 0.636. Therefore our peak current 
for case 3 in the lists above is— 


240 Ma.’ _ pe 
0.636 =e Via Ora ee Ds 
Then from R = E + I we have— 
400 
0387 7 1061 ohms for one tube. 


The plate to plate load for two tubes 
will be four times this value or 4244 
ohms, which is very close to the manu- 
facturers’ ratings (Case 3). 

The audio output can be found by the 
simple formula W = XE. and 
working on peak values found we have 

0.377 x 400 


2 
Below is the case of Class B 807s to 


give 100% modulation of a 50 watt 
carrier (25 watts of audio). Example— 


Supply voltage 500 volts. 


= 75 watts output. 


Av. plate current (two tubes) = 100 
Ma; = 0- Amp. 
Then E peak = ae. xo = 400 volts 
(i.e. 80% of supply voltage). 
0.1 
Peak current Ip = 0.636 — 0.152 Amp. 
Plate impedance (one tube) = ee 
bp 
400 
= 0.152 = 2630 ohms. 


Then plate to plate impedance = 
2630 X 4 = 10,520 ohms, 


and audio output = XE = 
2.152 400 = 80.4 watts. 


_ obvious. 


CW-Phone Monitor 


BY W. L. HEINRICH,* VKSHR 


This is a simple monitor which is 
used at VK5HR for both phone and c.w. 


The audio oscillator is quite straight- 
forward, although some variation of* 
resistor and condenser values might be 
necessary in order to suit varying types 
of audio transformers and individual 
tastes as to pitch. 


OUTPUT AUDIO 
TRANSFORMER. 
00000 


SHORT ANT. Ulde Spea bila 
00 


ABSORPTION 
WAVEMETER, 


Wigs 1. 


The rectifier circuit is also conven- 
tional and may be varied to include an 
overmodulation indicator or a percent- 
age modulation meter. 


The circuit shown in Fig. 2 may be 
connected directly across the existing 
link between p.a. and aerial coupler 
of any transmitter without causing any 
unbalance. It is best suited, however, 
for low power equipment when used 
in this manner. 


OUTPUT AUDIO 
TRANSFORMER, TRANSFORMER. 
Q 


UNK TO 


FINAL TANK) 


Fig. 2. 


The writer’s monitor draws less than 
0.5 milliamp with a voltage of approx~- 
imately 3 volts on the plate of the audio 
oscillator, so power taken from trans- 
mitter is very slight. 


The purpose of the switch is quite 
It simply short-circuits the 
audio oscillator, thus allowing the 
monitor to be used for phone. 


Output of the monitor may be wired 
via a relay to the output of the receiver 
or it can be connected to a change-over 
switch. 


*17 Roslind St., Kensington Gardens, 
South Australia. 
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SELECTED BY GOVT. DEPARTMENTS 
AND LEADING RADIO STATIONS!!! 
a 


“TRIMAX” high 
fidelity, low level 
transformers feature 
excellent frequency 
characteristics, low dis- 
tortion, minimum trans- 
fer of longitudinal cur- 
rents, low hum pick up. 
Also available in high 
permeability multi shielded 
case for extra low level 
operation. 


TRIMAX 


TRANSFORMERS 
(CLIFF & BUNTING PTY. LTD.) 


CHARLES ST., NORTH COBURG 
Telegraphic Address: “Trimax” Melbourne. 


With improved pro- 
duction facilities 
most types are now 
available from stock. 
A standard range suf- 
ficient for most applica- 
tions is listed in leaflet 
47-1. If you do not have a 
copy, please write. 


N.S.W. 
Qld Radio Equipment Tas. i South Aust. W.A. 
Chandlers Pty Lta Pty. Ltd. W. & G. Genders ij A. G. Healing Ltd. Nicholsons Limited.” 
ss John Martine Pty Pty. Ltd. Gerard & Goodman Pty. Ltd. Atkins (W.A.) Ltd. 


Ltd. Radio Electric Wholesalers Ltd Carlyle & Company Ltd. 
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Have you obtained your copies of 


iso comin ARAL. RADIO AMATEUR HANDBOOK 


The standard manual of Amateur Radio Communication. Price 24/6, and I/I post. 


iam eoition RADIO HANDBOOK 


Contains a host of new chapters for Radio Enthusiasts. Price 34/6, and 9d. post. 


(Add exchange to Country and Interstate Cheques.) 


Large Range of Technical Books, Stationery and Novels on Display. 
- Mail Orders by Return Post. 


McGill's Authorised Newsagency 


183-185 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, C.1, VICTORIA. 
(The G.P.O. is opposite) Phones: .M 1475-16-77 
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A CASCODE CONVERTER FOR 50 Me. 


This is the circuit of a low noise level 
converter for 50 Mc. use, using disposal 
type valves and parts throughout. 

The if. used is 2 Mc., the if. trans- 
former being a 1,600 Ke. one with the 
iron slug well out of the coils. 


The r.f. stage uses a 6SH7 connected 
as a triode with shunt neutralisation, 
the second r.f. stage being a grounded 
grid amplifier, in this case an EF50 with 
a bias resistor of 120 ohms. The screen 
and suppressor grids of the EF50 are 
connected to the plate, and the control 
grid is grounded. As usual, a shield is 
run across the bottom of the EF50 
socket. 

Capacity coupling is used between 
the first and second r.f. stages and it is 
found that the coil L4 is extremely 
uncritical, 10 turns of 16 gauge enamel 
wire is used, although 8 and 16 turns 
all seem equally effective. 


BY DR. ALEX TAYLOR,* VK3AT 


The mixer is another 6SH7 used as a 
pentode with control grid injection of 
oscillator voltage and grid leak bias. 

The high frequency oscillator is an- 
other 6SH7 using the “Clapp” or “Steco” 
circuit and although the values of fixed 
condensers in the circuit are smaller 
than in the lower frequency versions 
of this oscillator, it is very stable and 
c.w. signals on 50 Mc. can be tuned in 
with ease. 

The grid circuit of the oscillator tunes 
the range from 26 to 28 Mc. and the 
second harmonic (range 52 to 56 Mc.) 
is picked off from the plate of the valve. 


The oscillator only is tuned in this 
converter. The first tuned circuit is 
broad, the second between first and 
second r.f. stages is very broad, and the 
mixer coil has a very sharp resonance 
point. An iron slug is used to tune this 
coil and when the point of resonance at 


— 


300 OHM 
RIBBON 


O 
RCVR 


Cathode resistor of Ist rf. stage (6SH7) 
is 120 ohms. 


Cl, C12—3-30 pF. air trimmers. 

C2. C3, C5, C7, C9, C16E—0.001 to 0.004 
uF., mica. 

C4, C6, C15—50 pF. 

C8—7 pF. ceramic. 

C13, C14—200 pF. 

C10—0.01 uF., paper. 

C11—25 pF. variable. 

Rl, R38—120 ohms. 

R2, R4, R6—decoupling resistors, any 
value, 1,000 to 10, 000 ohms. 

R5—1 megohm. 

R7—100,000 ohms. 

R8—10,000 ohms. 

RI—3,300 ohms. 

Li—8 turns closely coupled to L2. 

L2—4 turns 4” copper tubing 1” diam. 

L3, L7-—47 turns “28 gauge DCC 4” diam. 

L4—10 turns 16 g. enamel 4” an 

L5—6 turns 16 g. enamel 3” diam., 
dust core. 

L6—10 turns 16 g. enamel 8” diam. on 


ceramic former, winding length 
2s 


iron 


* 108 Maude Street, Shepparton, Vic. 
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50 Mc. is found, the circuit is broad ’ 
banded by shunting the coil with a re- 
sistance of 3,300 ohms, which seems to 
give a band-width of over 4 Mc. A 
resistor of 10,000 ohms gave a band- 
width of 1.5 Mc. approximately, but no 
apparent increase in sensitivity of the 
converter. 


ALIGNMENT OF THE CONVERTER 


The mixer output coil is first reson- 
ated to 2 Mc. by adjusting its iron core 
until maximum noise is heard at 2 Mc. 
in the receiver used as if. channel. The 
oscillator tuning range is adjusted first 
and by listening for it on a ten metre 
receiver, then, with the tuning conden- 
ser out of mesh fully, the padding air 
trimmer is set so that the signal falls 
on 28 Mc. 


All that remains is to align the mixer 
and first r.f. coils. An absorption wave 
meter is handy here. to ensure that one 
is aligning the stages on the range 50-54 
Me. and not on the image. 


Final adjustment is best made by 
listening to 50 Mc. signals and adjust-. 
ing for maximum signal. 


It will be found that the first tuned 
circuit is broadly resonant and the 
noise output of the converter seems to 
drop at resonance in this circuit. 


The neutralising coil, L3, consists of 
47 turns 22 gauge d.c. wire on a 3” 
former and requires no adjustment. One 
can play around with L4 for hours with- 
out improving matters. L5, the mixer 
coil, however, shows a sharp resonance 
point and can be broad banded as men- 
tioned previously. 


The conventional cascode converter 
uses a 6AK5 Ist rf. converted as a 
triode, and a 6J6 as grounded grid stage. 


DURALUMIN TUBING FOR 
WIRELESS AERIALS 


Stocks Now Available for Immediate Delivery 


ALL DIAMETERS 7° TO 12° IN WALL GAUGES 16-18-20 


Price List on request. 


GUNNERSEN ALLEN METALS PTY. LTD. 


67 YARRA 


Phone MX 4621 (5 lines). 


BANK ROAD, SOUTH 


MELBOURNE 


Telegrams: “Metals,” Melbourne. 
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These would be an improvement, but 
were not available at the time of con- 
struction of this converter and in any 
case the writer wished to use up some 
of the many 6SH7s in an LF.F. Unit. 

The 6SH7 is, however, not suitable in 
a grounded grid circuit as the sup- 
pressor grid is connected internally to 
the cathode, thus ruining any shielding 
brought about by grounding the grid 
of the valve. ; 

There are special valves for grounded 
grid operation and when I can obtain 
one, results, whether better or worse, 
will be reported in this journal. 

The choice of 2 Mc. as if. was made 
for the following reasons:— 

1.-The same oscillator and same tun- 
ing range are to be used in building 
a ten metre converter with 2 Mc. 
i? on the same chassis as this one. 

2. Better conversion gain in the mixer 
stage is obtained by using a low 
frequency 2 Mc. if. than when 
using a high if. such as 10 Me. 

3. Images are 14 Mc. away and image 
interference from Amateur Stations 
is not experienced. Interference 
from strong local ten metre stations 
may occur, but is not a problem in 
this provincial city. 

As in all v.h.f. receivers, lead lengths 
are short and point to point wiring and 
mounting of components is the most 
“efficient. 

The neutralising coil L3 is connected 
directly from the control grid pin of 
the first valve socket to junction of 
C4 and C5. : 

There is a small fixed condenser in 
the if. transformer connected across the 
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The Ham specially catered for. 


One, two or three colours if required. 


Dee Why Printing Works 


- 67 HOWARD AVENUE, DEE WHY, SYDNEY. 
Telephone: XW 8367. 


Proprietor: GEOFFREY BOWER 


primary, this was removed and mount- 
ed on the socket of the mixer valve 
directly between plate and cathode. The 
values of C13 and C14 were arrived 
at by guess work and some experi- 
mentation here, if time were not so 
precious, would be advantageous. 

L6. is wound on a 3” ribbed ceramic 
former, and the turns cemented in place 
with “Tarzan’s Grip.” 

Earth leads and leads to Cll are rigid, 
4” copper tubing being used here. 

All coils in this converter are mounted 
underneath the chassis except Ll and 
L2 and also the 2 Mc. if.t., to avoid 
heat radiation from the valves. 


A FEW HELPFUL IDEAS 


When using a 6J6 as a mixer- 
oscillator or as a Clapp  oscillator- 
buffer amplifier. use for the oscillator 
the triode section with plate pin No. 1 
and grid pin No. 6. The other triode 
section (plate pin No. 2 and grid pin 
No. 5) has the getter assembly attached 
to the plate and is more subject to drift 
and microphonic troubles.—VK3AKZ. 

* * % * 

Suitable springs to replace those in 
drill chucks can be obtained from old 
motor tyre valves.—VK2AC. 

When carrying a multimeter, turn 
the selector switch to a high current 
range. The low resistance shunt across 
the meter is as good as shorting the 
leads together for heavily damping the 
meter and helping prevent bent needles 
and jarred movement.—VK3AKZ. 
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The DEE WHY PRINTING WORKS is making available 
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For a period of seven days from 4th 
to 11th April, Amateurs in the Forbes 
and Dubbo areas in N.S.W. were active 
in assisting the various authorities by 
supplying communication channels when 
other means failed. Without a doubt 
in the last two years Amateurs have 
had opportunities to assist in many dis- 
asters and they have grasped these 
opportunities on every occasion to 
demonstrate the emergency value of 
Amateur Radio. 


The main portion of the work on this 
occasion was in co-operating with the 
Army who had a number of Army 
“Ducks” effecting relief in the area. 
During the whole operation approxi- 
mately 400 messages were handled by 
Amateur Stations on behalf. of. the 
various authorities. 


On the arrival of the “Ducks” in 
Forbes, a station was set up at the Town 
Hall to communicate with Army HQ. 
This station, manned by the Army, was 
also to be used for radio control of the 
“Ducks.” On the morning of 4th April, 
Bill Kennedy, VK2BT, phoned Hugh 
Stitt, VK2WH, to say that the Army 
was having difficulty in contacting HQ 
and could he help? VK2WH then open- 
ed up on the 7 Mc. band and requested 
permission from official P.M.G. Station, 
VK2AA, to operate on 3830 Ke., the 
Army’s frequency. 


The town of Forbes itself was divided 
into three portions and the “Ducks” 
were busy in their rescue work in 
isolated areas, and communication with 


- the “Ducks” was extremely important. 


Permission was granted and VK2WH’s 
main transmitter was then tuned to 3830 
Ke. and remained there for a period of 
seven days. A No. 11 battery-operated 
was used on the 7 Mc. band. The main 
transmitter was used as a link between 
the Army control station in Forbes and 
Headquarters and was also used to 
communicate with the ‘‘Ducks” when 
they were 70 miles away from Forbes. 


Bill Kennedy, VK2BT, and John Marr, 
VK2AMV, in Forbes proper, were also 
active on both 3.83 and 7 Mc., and later 
in the operation the three stations work- 
ed shifts on the Army frequency of 
3830 Ke. A 50 Mc. link between all 
three stations was in operation and 
afforded them a channel on which they 
could communicate without inlsrierence 
on either 3.8 or 7 Mc. 


Quite an amount of traffic was also 
handled on the 7 Mc. band and VK2AA, 
official station, kept a continuous watch 
on the Emergency Frequency of 7002 
Ke. and gave the Amateurs active every 
assistance. 

The New Zealand 3.5 Mc. band ex- 
tends to 4 Mc. and considerable trouble 
was experienced during the evenings 
with interference from ZL stations. 
After a message from VK2NS, request- 
ing clearing of the frequency and the 
appearance of official monitoring station 
ZL3JT, on the following evening, 3830 
Ke. was kept clear of interference. 


Most of the emergency work was done 
on telephony and it was fortunate that 
stations participating were able to use 
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Western N.S.W. Emergency Work 


their main home transmitters. At one 
stage when the power failed at VK2WH, 


a request to VK2BT obtained a quick 


repair. It was typical of the co-operation 
afforded the Amateurs in their work. 
Many of the local people listened to 
the emergency working on 3.8 and 7 
Mec. bands and in one case, a message 
concerning the feeding of some maroon- 
ed stock was intercepted, and the stock 
fed before the message finally reached 
its destination. BCI was even forgotten 
in the desires of the local people to 
follow the story. 


Later in the operation, two “Ducks” 
proceeded to the Warren area and after 
a call on the 7 Mc. band; VK2XP, of 
Dubbo, was asked to look after them, 
as it turned out Bob Bensley had been 
following them for two days and had 
the position in hand. Bob continued to 
solve the communication problems of 
the “Ducks” until the floods had sub- 
sided and they were no longer required. 


Fo tm i ih AO 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


It was pleasing to see Chas Ped- 
dell, VK2KN, as the recipient of 
a Certificate of Service from the 
N.S.W. Police Department, for his 
sterling emergency work during 
the Kempsey flood disaster last 
year. His assistant, Mervyn Harri- 
son, alsa of D.C.A., received a 
certificate too. They were pre- 
sented at the June meeting of the 
N.S.W. Division of the W.1A. 
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Several interesting points were learnt 
from the operation and they could prove 
valuable for future emergency. working 


-of Australian stations. 


The first concerned the polarisation 
of the signals and it was found that 
reception of the Army “Ducks,” using 
vertical whip antennae, was extremely 
difficult using the normal horizontal 
half wave doublet. On changing to a 
vertical antenna, the signals from the 
“Ducks” rose a number of points. 
VK2WH used the vertical for working 
to the ‘Ducks” and the horizontal for 
communicating with HQ. 


During the first days of the operation 
Amateur Stations were active up to 17 
hours per day. Working for such long 
periods gave a good insight into the 
conditions prevailing on 3.8 Me. and it 
was shown that the band each day at 
1130 hours became practically useless 
and that a frequency about 6 or 7 Mc. 
should be-available for use when this 
condition prevailed. 


Conclusions could be drawn that a 
considerable amount of emergency work 
with mobile equipment could be done 
in the 3.5 Mc. band during daylight 
hours, but such gear should also cover 
the 7 Mc. band. 


(Continued on Page 10) 


IONOSPHERIC PREDICTIONS 
‘FOR THE AMATEUR BANDS - 


JULY, 1950 


Nine of the charts, prefixed by the 
letter “C” for Canberra, refer to fore- 
casts for the South-Eastern Australian 
States. The remainder, prefixed by the 
letter “P’ for Perth, are for Western 
Australia. 

The Canberra charts refer to the 
following world zones:— 


Zone Region Terminal 
1 Western Europe London 
2 Mediterranean Cairo ; 
8 N.-West America San Francisco 
3a N.-East America New York 
4 Central America Barbados 
5 South Africa Johannesburg 
6 Far East Manila 
QUIZ 
The Prediction Service welcomes _ 


comments on the accuracy of its pre- 
dictions. In particular, answers to the 
following: questions on the Canberra- 
San Francisco circuit would be useful:— 

1. Were good conditions experienced 
on 7 Me. for the period 0600 to 
1500 hours G.M.T. 

2. Was the 14 Mc. band -workable 
between 1000 and 1800 hours 
G.M.T.? 

3. Was the 28 Mc. band-workable for 
several hours around midnight 
G.M.T.? 

Answers to the Quiz should be sent 
to the W.1.A. and should, if possible, 
refer to consistent. results obtained on 
the majority of days in the months. 
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-'VK-ZL INTERNATIONAL DX CONTEST, 1950 


In announcing the rules for the 1950 
VK-ZL International DX Contest, the 
New Zealand Association of Radio 
Transmitters, with the Wireless Institute 
of Australia, invite the participation of 
members to ensure the continued success 
of this Contest. 

OBJECTS.—For the world to contact 
VK and ZL stations and vice versa. 


WHEN.— 


1201 G.M.T., 22nd Sept. to ; C.W. 
1159 G.M.T., 24th Sept. 

1201 G.M.T., 29th Sept. to } Phone 
1159 G.M.T., 1st October 

1201 G.M.T., 6th October to ; C.W. 
1159 G.M.T., 8th October 

1201 G.M.T., 13th October to ? Phone 


1159 G.M.T., 15th October 


DURATION.—(a) VK and ZL stations 
for contest purposes will limit their 
period of operation to any consecutive 
24-hour period on each week-end within 
the times given above. Once an operator 
commences operation, the operator will 
not exceed 24 hours of consecutive 
operation reckoned from such com- 
mencing time. 


(b) In other countries, stations may 


contact VK and ZL stations at any | 


time within the periods shown above. 


RULES 


1. There shall be three main sections 
to the Contest. _ 


(a) Transmitting c.w. 
(b) Transmitting phone. 
(c) Receiving (phone and c.w.). 


2. The contest is open to all licenced 
transmitting stations in any part of the 
world. No prior entry need be made. 
Mobile marine stations or other non- 
land based stations are not permitted 
to enter the contest. 


3. All Amateur frequency bands may 
be used. 

4. C.w. will be used for the first and 
third week-ends, and phone for the 
second and fourth week-ends. Stations 
entering for both phone and c.w. sections 
must submit separate logs for each. 


5. Only one contact ~per band per 
week-end with any one station (for 
contest purposes) is permitted. 


6. Only one licenced Amateur is per- 
mitted to operate any one station under 
the owner’s call sign. Should two or 
more operators operate any particular 
station, each will be considered a com- 
petitor and must submit a separate log 
under his own call sign. 


7. Before points may be claimed for 
a contact, serial numbers must be ex- 
changed and acknowledged: The serial 
number of 5 or 6 figures will be made 
up of the RS (telephony) or RST (tele- 
graphy) reports plus three figures which 
may begin with any number between 
001 and 100 for the first contact and 
which will increase in value by one for 
each successive contact. E.g., if the 
number chosen for the first contact is 
053, then for the second contact the 
number must be 054, for the third 055, 
and so on. If any contestant reaches 999, 
he will then start from 001 and continue. 
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8. SCORING.—Fifteen points will be 
scored for the first contact on a specific 
band with any overseas country (VK-ZL 
district for overseas stations), fourteen 
points will be scored for the second 
contact on the same band with the same 
country (VK-ZL district), thirteen for 
the third and. so on to the fifteenth con- 
tact which will score one point. All 
contacts with that particular country 
(VK-ZL district) on that band will 
thereafter count one point each. This 
scoring procedure will be repeated on 
each band to encourage multi-band 
operation. There will be no VK-ZL 
contacts between each other. A.R.R.L. 
official countries list will be used. VK- 
ZL districts are VKs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, and ZlLs-1, 2; 3,4. 


9. LOGS.—(a) Logs must show in 
this order:—Date, time in G.M.T., band 
of operation, call sign of station con- 
tacted, serial number sent, serial number 
received, points claimed. 

(b) A separate log must be submitted 
for each band. For each band an 
analysis sheet must be given showing:— 
list of countries (VK-ZL districts) -con- 
tacted with number of contacts and 
points claimed for each country (VK-ZL 
district) contacted. 


(c) A summary sheet to show:—(1) 
station call sign, (2) name and address 
of the operator, (3) whether phone or 
c.w., (4) points claimed for each band, 
(5) grand total of points, (6) brief 
description of transmitter, tubes, power, 
antenna, etc. 


(d) A declaration that all contest rules 
and regulations for Amateur Radio in 
your country have been observed and 
that the log is correct and true to the 
best of your belief. 


10. The judges reserve the right to 
disqualify any station for (a) consistent 
tone reports under T8, (b) continuing 
key clicks, (c) phone splatter and/or 
overmodulation, (d) off frequency 
operation. 


il. The ruling of the Executive Coun- 
cil of N.Z.A.R.T. will be final in the 
event of any dispute. 


12. Overseas stations should call CQ 
VK-ZL, and VK-ZL stations CQ Test. 


13. AWARDS.—Attractive certificates 
will be awarded to the station returning 
the highest score from each particular 
country and each call area in the U.S.A. 
Additional certificates may be issued at 
the discretion of the Contest Committee. 
There will be no world winner. VK and 
ZL awards will be announced by the 
WIA. and N.Z.A.R.T. respectively. 


14. Entries from overseas stations 
should be plainly marked on the wrap- 
per, “VK-ZL TEST,” and forwarded to 
reach N.Z.A.R.T., Box 489, Wellington, 
N.Z., by 14th January, 1951. Logs from 
ZL stations should reach the same ad- 
dress by 24th November, 1950, while 
VK logs should be sent to their respec- 
tive Divisions by 24th November, 1950. 


RECEIVING SECTION 
1. The rules for the Receiving Con- 


-test are the same as for the Transmitting 


Contest, but is open to all members of 


any Short Wave Listeners’ Society in 
the world. No transmitting station is 
permitted to enter for the receiving 
contest too. 


2. The contest times and the logging 
of stations once on each band per week- 
end are subject to the same rules as 
for the transmitting contest except that 
VK.and ZL listeners may listen and 
log stations over the whole period of 
the contest. Logs will be in the same 
form as for the transmitting contest. 


3. To count for points, the call sign 
of the station being called, the strength 
and_ tone of the calling station, together 
with the serial numbers sent by the 
calling station must be entered in the 
log. Points will be claimed on the same 
scale as for transmitting stations. 


4. It is not sufficient to log a station 
calling CQ Test. 


5. VK receiving stations cannot log 
VK stations, and ZL receiving stations 
cannot log ZL stations, but VKs may 
log ZLs and vice versa. Overseas sta- 
tions will log only VK and ZL stations 
heard operating in the Contest. 


6. Certificates will be awarded as in 
the transmitting contest. 


SSS 


N.S.W. EMERGENCY WORK 
(Continued from Page 9) 


Local authorities and Amateur Sta- 
tions co-operated fully in the operation. 
Of the latter, VK2GS, VK2WI operated 
by VK2VW, and VK2AMR, not for- 
getting the many other stations active, 
were of great assistance acting as guard 
stations and calling other areas. 


The wives of the Amateurs, even 
with their own worries, assisted often 
to ease the burden. Mrs. Marr, wife of 


.VK2AMV, for instance, for a number of 


days ran a receiver on 3830 Kc. and 
relayed any messages necessary to John. 
Both VK2BT and VK2AMV had their 
own personal flood problems early in 
the operation, but when the normal 
business of the town was suspended, 
they operated their stations full time. 


VK2WH was isolated very early in the 
emergency and from then on was nearly 
full time in the shack, he has been 
flooded three times since Xmas and is 
getting a little tired of it all. 


The sum total of Amateur Radio 
activity meant that food relief to the 
citizens and stock was expedited, as 
was rescue work and with it goes up 
another mark on the credit side for 
Amateur Radio. 


Not long ago we read complacently 
of the emergency work of the American 
Amateur and with the rider that “it 
couldn’t happen here,” passed the mat- 
ter of emergency organisation by. It 
has happened here—to be precise, eight 
times in the last eighteen months—so 
let us organise that we best perform a 
function of our hobby, that of supplying 
communication to those in distress. 
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PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 


Mr. R. H. Cunningham using the “750” at the Eddystone Ham Shack. 


A Fine British-Made Communications Receiver of Advanced Design and First-Class Construction 


The new Eddystone “750” Receiver employs the latest technique in double superheterodyne circuits and combines 

high selectivity and sensitivity with excellent signal-to-noise ratio, The tuning range is continuous from 32 Mc. to 

480 Ke., except for a small gap around the first intermediate frequency of 1620 Ke. The horizontal scales on the 
unusually wide, full vision dial are calibrated in frequency, these calibrations all being linear. The tuning mechanism 

is a fine example of precision engineering. It incorporates a flywheel loaded high reduction ratio gearing and an 

auxiliary vernier tuning scale which gives adequate bandspread. Separate R.F., I.F. and A.F. gain controls combined é 
with selectivity variable over wide limits, ensure maximum performance under all conditions of operation. 


Further Details from:— 


VICTORIA: J. H. MAGRATH & CO., 208 Little QUEENSLAND: CHANDLERS PTY. LTD., Cr. 
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. Albert and Charlotte Streets, Brisbane. 


R H CUNNINGHAM DTY LTD WILLIAM WILLIS & CO., 428 Bourke St., Melb, SOUTH AUST.: GERARD & GOODMAN LTD., 
® e ° ° 192-196 Rundle Street, Adelaide. 


N.S.W.: JOHN MARTIN PTY. LTD. 116-118 tas. w. &@ G. GENDERS PTY. LTD., 53 Cam- 


Australian Representatives: 


Clarence Street, Sydney. con 
62 STANHOPE STREET, WESTERN AUST.; CARLYLE & CO. LTD. Hay mnedee EBANGON ‘ELECT RIGAL) PIL 
t., Perth, an Jannan ., Kalgoorlie. LTD., 120 Collins Street, Hobart. 
MALVERN, VICTORIA ATKINS (W.A.) LTD., 894 Hay Street, Perth. NOYES BROS. LTD., 36 Argyle Street, Hobart. 


Pada ea a el eee elle ellie 
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Abstracts from Overseas Magazines 


“SHORT WAVE NEWS,’! FEBRUARY, 1950 


R.S.G.B. “BULLETIN,” OCTOBER, 1949 


P. 104: “An All-Band Crystal Calibrator; “W. 
H. Allen, G2UJ.—One Me. crystal oscillator, 100 
and 10 Ke. multivibrators. harmonic amplifier _and 
cathode follower for low impedance output. Gives 
10 Ke. points up to 70 Mc. and 100 Ke. points 
up to 150 Mc. 

P. 106: “Simple C.W.-Phone Monitor.”—For c.w. 

Be an audio oscillator whose h.t. is obtained by recti- 
fying a small portion of the rf. output of the 
transmitter. On phone, acts as a diode rectifier. 

P. 107: “Simple Breakin Systems;” J. P. Hawker, 

ie G3VA.—Survey of proven systems. Full of informa- 
ie tion for those interested in working breakin. 

P. 110: “Instant Heating Soldering [ron;” J. 
Gilbert, G2DDG.—Bit consists of loop of 12 gauge 
copper wire which is heated by passing 100 amps 
directly through it. This current (at half a volt) 
is applied by a small home-made transformer, built 
into the iron which is in the form of a pistol. 

P. 111: “Carbon Microphones;’’ G..B. Brewer, 
G4LJ.—Advantages of modern carbon mikes, 

P, 112: “Considerations Affecting the Accuracy 
of Measurements;” J. B. MHarris:—General discus- 
sion on traps for young players. 

P. 116: “The R.S.G.B. 420 Mc. 
details of field day 


Tests.’’—-Full 
with details of all rigs used. 


“SHORT WAVE NEWS,” 


P. 3: “A 420 Mc. Superregen. Receiver; J. 
Taylor—RL18 in quarter wave circuit tuned by 
butterfly condenser. 


JANUARY, 1950 


R.S.G.B. “BULLETIN,” JANUARY, 1950 


P. 214: “A .Table Top Transmitter for the DX 
Bands.’’-—Compact 3 stage rig for 14, 21 and 28 
Me. Final is parallel 807s. 


- P, 216: “§ Meter Operation with Delayed A.V.C. 
sCircuits;’ E. B. Grist—Adds an EA50 as an 
undelayed rectifier. 

P. 217: “Single Sideband Transmission Applied 
to Amateur Telephony,” Part Il.; N. G. Hyde, 
G2ATH.—Details of phase shift transmitter and 
balanced frequency converter for the receiver. 


P. 223: ‘Automatic Change Over;’” F. W. Jef- 
- feries, G3DJR.—Heart of the system is a large 
condenser which is charged on keying and dis- 
charges through -a sensitive relay. This will hold 
the relay shut for a 14 seconds’ break after which 

the relay opens and changes circuits to receive. 


P. 226: “Bright Ideas; L. M. Gunnell, G8HB.— 
(i) Home-made 818 ‘Socket; (ii) An oscilloscope 
power supply; (iii) Burnt out rf, ammeters as 
milliammeters 


“HAM TIPS,” JANUARY-MARCH, 1950 


= P. 1: “A Simple Code Practice Unit for the 
Novice;’’ K. Bucklin, W2CDP.—1A5GT in Hartley 
circuit using ptish-pull audio transformer, 
Be P. 1: ‘Electronic Keying Systems;’’ M. 
; W2RYI.—Gives seven circuits which have been 
tried at various times. Latest circuit is for screen 
keying using a VR tube in series with the screen 
supply as the essential on-off element together with 
i a control tube to raise and lower the voltage 
% s causing the VR tube to conduct or not. 
P, 4: “Simple Over Modulation Indicator;” G. 
t Hanchett, W2YM.—1B3GT as negative peak recti- 
os fier which flashes a neon when it conducts. The 
filament of the 1B3GT is heated by the h.t. cur- 
rent to the rf. final. Suggests using 3V4 diode 
connected in place of 1B3GT if h.t. ig less than 600. 


Seybold, 


“SHORT WAVE MAGAZINE,” FEBRUARY, 1950 


P. 898: “Wide Range Heterodyne Frequency 
. Meter;’’ F. Butler.—Three valve circuit. Electron 
eoupled v.f.o., 50 Ke. erystal calibration. 

; P. 903: “Self-Contained .QRP Portable Trans- 
mitter/Receiver;” A. P. Newport, G3ECX.—40 


metre dry battery t.r.f..receiver and c.o.-p.a. trans- 
mitter. 
P. 907: “H.T. Without Transformers.’”’-—Methods 


; 

of obtaining h.t. and filament supply direct from 
% a.c. 
| 


mains. Not to be recommended. 
L Pp, 911: “G.P. Crystal Checker;” J. H. Jowett, 
5 G3CFR, and P. J, Towgood.—Pierce crystal oscil- 
i lator for generating marker harmonics on testing 
‘ activity and frequency of crystals whilst grinding. 


P. 913: “C.R.T. Phone Monitor;” J. A. Plow- 
man, G ‘-—Simple c.r.o. phone monitor in a 
. very nea t cabinet, 

P. 925: “Testing the S.S.B. Transmitter; H. C. 
Woodhead, G2NX.—Adjustment and setting up of 


crystal filter type s.s.b, transmitter. 


P. 929: “Another Top Band Tx;” ©. T. Atkinson, 
G20Z, 
P. 937: ‘‘Parallel-Fed Modulator;” D. E. Pasfield, 


G5NH.—Saturation of modulation Transformer by 
p.a. current by using an additional modulation 
choke. 


Page 12 


. (iv) Modified Pierce circuit is 


P. 32: “As Two Valve Recelver for 145 Mc;” 
A. R. Tungate, G3ELB.—9002 superregen detector, 
6C5 audio. 

P. 36: “Seventy Centimetres,’ Part I.; Major 
Cycle.—Introduction and methods of frequency 
measurement. 


R.S.G.B. 


Pa ets 


“BULLETIN,” FEBRUARY, 1950 , 
“A 6K& Low Power Transmitter;” J. 
L. Rough, ZL3DT.—6K8 triode section as 1.75 
Mc. y.f.o., electron coupled internally to hexode 
section which doubles to 3.5 Mc. Five watts input 
to hexode without ill effects. 

P. 253: “Communications Receiver Design;” D. 
Heightman, G6DH.—The best article seen for some 


time discussing just what is necessary in a com- 
munication receiver. If you are going to build a 
receiver, then read this article first. This descrip- 


tion of the development of the Denco DCR19 is 
full of both general and detailed ideas. 

P. 259: “An Electronic Keyer;’’ B. Brondum- 
Nielson, OZ7BO.—Although not completely  elec- 
tronic, as it uses two relays, this device for pro- 
ducing automatic dots and dashes appears simpler 
and easier to get going than the usual ideas on 


this subject. 
Workshop;” 


Ee 2603. in. the 
technique of soldering. 
P. 263: “Bright ‘bes: "—(i1) Stabilising the 813 
by inductive neutralisation; (ii) Improving selec- 
tivity with out-board i.f. stages. 
“QST,” MARCH, 1950 


P. 11: ‘A Beginner’s Four-Tube Superhet Re- 
ceiver; D. H. Mix, WI1TS.—6SB7Y converter, 6SG7 
1500 Ke. if. stage, 6SQ7 detector and b.f.o., 6SN7 
audio, Oscillator covers 5 to 5.8 Mc. Aerial cir- 
cuit can tune either 1500 Ke, above or below 
oscillator, thus covering 80 and 40 metres with 
good band-spread but without changing coils. Also 
the second harmonic from the oscillator gives two 
more ranges by retuning the aerial circuit. 

P. 18: “Incandescent Light Flicker;’ R. E. 
Shank, W5CKY.—How to get over the lights blink- 
ing when high power is keyed. 

P, 20: “Eliminating TVI with Low Pass Filters,” 
Part Il.; G. Grammer, W1DF. 


“Donex.’’—The 


P. 28: “Crystal Controlled Oscillators;’ C. V. 
Chambers, Wi1JEQ.—Results of lots of tests on 
6AG7, 6F6, 6V6GT and 6L6 in tritet, grid plate, 


and modified Pierce circuits. Found that: © (i) 
Sereen voltage regulation is essential to good key- 
ing; (ii) The 6AG7 is by far the best ‘tube type 
from every stand point; (iii) The tritet gives the 
most output with 6AG7 in Pierce circuit second; 
easiest on crystals 
with grid plate worst; (v) Unless a 6AG7 is used, 
it is not advisable to tune any oscillator for maxi- 
mum output because a slight change in circuit 
conditions may cause frequency shift; (vi) Plate 
circuit keying gives less chirp than cathode keying. 

P. 34: “A Two Metre Station for the Novice;” 
E. P. Tilton, W1HDQ.—Part II. Transmitter 6J6 
24 Me. oscillator-doubler, 6J6 tripler, pair of 6J6s 
push-pull parallel final p.a. 

P. 46: ‘ ‘Clamp’ Tube Modulation;” B. Goodman, 
W1DX. screen modulation of p.a. 
final using a clamp protection tube. Very suitable 


for 807s. 

P. 50: “Adjusting Antenna Coupling in VHF 
Receivers ;”” H. H. Cross, W100P.—<Adjusting for 
lower noise figures without a noise generator. 

“Hints and Kinks.”-—(i) TWo improve- 


P, 52: 


ments in clamping elements to boom in all metal 
beams; (ii) Simplified LC calculations; (iii) Code 
_Practice Oscillator; (iv) Simple b.c.i. cure; (v) 


Preservative for wooden masts; (vi) Direct reading 
dial for the HRO. 


P. 54: “TVI Tips;” G. Grammer, W1DF.—1N34 
used ag a simple v.h.f. mixer with a grid dip 
oscillator as local oscillator and communications 


receiver tuned to i.f. 
tive receiver: 

12 ail “The World Above 50 Mc.’”’-—(i) Auto- 
matic band scanning gadget used by W9ZHL; (ii) 


Serves as a simple yet. sensi- 


On tripling to 420 Me., which tubes will, which 
won't. 
“QST,” APRIL, 1950 
P. 11: “A Constant Modulation Phone System;’ 


G. R. Lippert, W8SYHR.—tThe p.a. 
lated-in the usual manner 
d.c. voltage on the screen. 
modulator output is 
screen supply voltage. 


is sereen modu- 
except that there is no 
Instead, portion of the 
rectified and used for the 

Thus the screen voltage 
increases and decreases with the average speech 
level, maintaining a high percentage modulation. 
The low quiescent current in the r.f. final should 
be useful for portable wofk. 

P. 14: “A Two Stage Transmitter for the Be- 
ginner;” D. H. Mix, W1TS—TIt really needs an 
expert to design a simple beginner-proof  trans- 
mitter. Here is one designed by one. 6AG7_ c.o. 
driving 6L6 or 6V6 p.a. Gives suitable aerials, 

P. 20: “Coupling Unbalanced to Balanced Lines;” 
Cc. T. Isley, W30CZ.—LC networks for coupling 
say, 300 ohms twin lead to 75 ohm co-ax. These 


networks are broad enough to cover an Amateur 
band. 
P. 22: “Welding Aluminium with a Blow Torch;” 


H, H. Washburn, W8MTE. 


P. 28: “Eliminating TV| with Low Pass Filters,” 
Part IIl.; G. Grammer, W1DF. 
P. 34: ‘Key Clicks and Receiver Bandwidths;”’ 


B. Goodman, W1DX.—Methods of eliminating key 
clicks and how they are affected by bandwidth. 

P. 42: “A Two Metre Station for the Novice,’ 
Part I1.; E. P. Tilton, W1HDQ.—Modulation, power 
supply and control unit. 


P, 48: ‘50 Years of Progress. A Report on 
Amateur Radio;’”’ Larson E. Rapp, W10U.—This 
noted author’s usual Ist April offering. 

P. 58: “A High Frequency Crystal Filter;’’ K. 
P. Lange, WOBEN.—Between converter and 8 Me. 
receiver, a 8 Mec. crystal filter is used. © Circuit 
similar to standard i.f. crystal filters. 


P. 64: “Hints and Kinks.’’-—(i) Something new 
in matching devices for coupling co-ax to beams; 
(ii) Torque protection for rotary beam antennae; 
(ii) ‘“‘Clamper’’ tube troubles. 

P. 77: How to get single sideband exalted 
earrier reception of a.m. signals using the crystal 
filter and b.f.o. already in your receiver. An inter: 
esting idea. 


Low Dritt 
Crystals 


AMATEUR 
BANDS 


ACCURACY 0.02% OF 
STATED FREQUENCY 


3.5 Me. and 7 Me. 
Unmounted £2 0 0 
Mounted £210 0 
12.5 and 14 Mc. Fundamental 


Crystals, “Low Drift,” 
Mounted only, £5. 


~ Spot Frequency Crystals 
Prices on Application. 


£1 0 0 


THESE PRICES DO NOT 
INCLUDE SALES TAX. 


Regrinds 


MAXWELL HOWDEN 


15 CLAREMONT CRES., 
CANTERBURY, E.7, 
VICTORIA 
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30 Mc. AND ABOVE 


Compiled by J. K. Ridgway, VK3CR 


There is a severe shortage of news of v.h.f. doings 
this month due undoubtedly to an equally severe 
lack of activity on the bands. 


The only DX item of interest concerns a short 
opening from VK3 to VK4 on Sunday, 11th June, 
from 2000 hours to 2040 hours when VKs 3RR, 
3BQ, 31M and 8CR contacted VK4CU, Signals were 
not the best, peaking to S7 at times with plenty 
of QSB. It is understood that VK4s also worked 
VK2s on the same date, but no report is to hand 
at the time of writing. 


VICTORIA = 


Due to the cold weather, activity on this band 
has been on a somewhat reduced scale this month. 
A new station is 3JZ of Parkdale, who is putting 
out a good signal from a single 807 with 50 watts 
and a 8 element beam. 3FF has returned to the 
band after a Jong absence and is doing well with 
18 watts to an 832 and a 8 element w.s. beam. 
DX has been practically non-existent, a few VK2s 
were heard weakly on the 27th of May, but no 
contacts were made. It is hoped that with the com- 
ing of the mid-winter sporadic E peak there will 
be a few openings and some Interstate contacts 
made. Interstate stations are reminded that 3BQ 
calls CQ on caw, at 1200 and 1500 most days. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


A new signal has been reported on six metres 
this month; that of 6HW, Fremantle. Harry’s trans- 
mission was heard in Bassendean by 6BO. However 
it is believed that 6HW is now building another 
vig for six and we hope it won’t be long before 
you become one of the ‘‘regulars’’ on the band Harry. 
It might be mentioned that any new signal is 
welcome on six. There is plenty of room for every- 
one and this band is ideal for cross town QSOs. 

Nothing elaborate is really needed to get on 
six, and high power is certainly not necessary. 6HL 
can vouch for that statement I think. Harry’s 6 
watt rig and rotary dipole is putting out quite a 
respectable signal. It will eventually be a mobile 
affair for ten and six, when the installation in 
the car can be completed. 

Of the country stations on six, 6GS and 6DW 
are still the most consistent signals into Perth. 
Contact can nearly always be made on c.w. and 
sometimes conditions peak sufficiently to allow 
phone to be used. \ 

6AS is using a new converter (ex-VK3UI) and 
results obtained are very satisfactory indeed. The 
converter uses a 717A r.f, and 636 mixer-oscillator 
with output on 7 Mc. 6HR is now putting out a 
very solid signal on six metres and apparently has 
that grid drive problem beaten. Nice work Lew. 

Stations active on six at present are as follows: 
6BO, 6FC, 6RK, 6GB, 6FW, 6HR, 6HL, 6DD, 
6AS. 6DW, 6WG, 6GS and 6EC. Don’t forget the 
weekly round-up on Monday evening fellows. 

VICTORIAN 144 Mo. JOTTINGS 

This band has been quiet for the same reasons 
as 50 Mce., although the, regulars have maintained 
skeleton activity on the band. New stations are 
3ATB using 522 gear and 3ADU using push-pull 
7193s as a unity coupled oscillator. 3ZD, at Warra- 
gul, 60 miles e.s.e. of Melbourne, has arrived on 
the band using 36 watts to an 815 and a 3 element 
w.s. beam, and will provide the Melbourne gang 
with some DX contacts. 3AKM, of the same town, 
is also getting gear ready for the band and should 
be on before long. 

83T0O has been operating from his portable location 
near Yallourn most Sunday afternoong and has 
been providing some interesting contacts with Mel- 
bourne stations. Signals vary a great deal, being 
quite strong and steady on some occasions and weak 
and fading badly on others. 


IMPORTANT 


Would all Magazine Contribu- 
tors please note that all contribu- 
tions must be addressed to “Law 
Court Chambers,” 191 Queen St., 
Melbourne, and NOT to the old 


box number. 


Contributions, particularly notes, 
if addressed to the box number 
may not be received in sufficient 
time to be included in Magazine 
for the month for which they are 
intended. 
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288 Mc. WORK IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


6FC and 6BO have been doing some very f.b. 
work on 288 Mc. and report terrific signals between 
Cottesloe and Bassendean (about 12 miles). 6FOG 
(Frank) is using a pair of OV6s and a four element 
parasitic array, whilst 6BO (Rolo) uses a pair of 
7198s and a four over four beam. 

No news from the 144 Me. gang, but will hope 
to have some news of this band for inclusion in 
next month’s notes. 


terminating line at a dipole 


type cartridge fuses .... .... 


Type L642/P to fit L604/S 


finger plate .... 0... .. 


KEEP THIS LIST OF VALUABLE COMPONENTS NEAR YOU! 


Belling Lee type L336, twin flat line 72 ohm impedance; per 65.ft. coil, 18/6 
Belling Lee type L600 70 ohm co-axial cable .... 
Belling Lee type L1221 70 ohm twin co-axial cable 
Belling Lee transmitting and receiving aerial kif ssa. 5... complete, 65/- 
Belling Lee type L333 ‘“T” piece Ceramic insulators. 
Belling Lee type L530/L531 7-pin plug and socket assembly .... 
Belling Lee type L550/L551 5-pin plug and socket assembly . Sener (w//0) 
Other types of Multi-Connectors available shortly. 
Belling Lee type L1033/C4 twin cartridge fuse holders. Takes standard car 
eee ee Rete eee er eM ae 9/5 
Belling Lee type L1045/C3 single cartridge fuse holders. 
car type cartridge fuses .... .... 
Belling Lee type L356 panel mounting cartridge fuse holders 
Belling Lee type L575 miniature of above 
Belling Lee type L590 ‘“‘Carod” stainless steel car aerial .... 
Belling Lee Co-Axial Cable Connectors:— 
Type L604/S chassis mounting female 


Type L1266 chassis mounting male 
Type L1250 female to fit type L1266 
Type L1267 chassis mounting female .... 
Type L1250 female cable extension 
Type D1259 male connector to fit L1267 and 11250 | 
Belling Lee type L514 silver plated plug pins. These fit the standard banana 
sockets and are ideal for constructing your own plug-in tank coils. 
Beak SR ac ORUY x SA eta BEL ge aR he 1/4 - 
WRITE ENCLOSING isd. STAMP FOR BELLING LEE CATALOGUE FREE! 


Bulgin type K314 hand-wheel knob 14” diam. .... 0.0. cee lee cee eee cde 2/- 
Bulgin type P38 ceramic insulated phone-jack plug 
Bulgin type J2 open contact phone jack, panel mounting Nie 
Bulgin type J12 closed circuit metering phone jack .... .... .... 3/4 
Bulgin d.p.s.t. panel noenis silver elit contact switch with ON-OFF 


Rated to carry 15 amps .... .... .... 


FURTHER. STOCKS OF INTERESTING BULGIN- COMPONENTS WILL 
BE AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 


Universal moisture-proof hand or stand microphones 
English Ceramic 832 sockets ........ .... 
Ferranti 0-500 microamp. meters with luminised dial... 0... 2... £2/2/6 
Metro-Vickers English 0-40 volt 2” square meters. Resistance 8,000 ohms, 19/6 
Metro-Vickers “Electrix” 0-1 Ma. 2” round meters .... ... ete 
Metro-Vickers 0-20 volt DC 200 ohm/volt 2” square meters... 7. L976: 
Amphenol Steatite 5-pin valve sockets 
American Tung-Sol 6AK5 tubes .... .... 
American RCA 8012 v.h.f. triodes. Full rating 80 watts toe 500 Mc. .... 60/- 
American type J4 light weight morse code keys .... .... 
A. & R. voltage regulated power supplies, 200-230-240 volts 40 to 60 cycles. 
Output 150 volts at 20 Ma., 6.3 volts at 15 amps. Uses 6X5GT rectifier 
VR150/30 regulator. Designed to power the Bendix Freq. Meter. Ideal 
also for low power pre-amplifier stages. 
Silver panel Transfers in the following separate designations: Aerial, Earth, 
AC power, ON OFF, Microphone, Pick-up, High Tension, Phones, 
Speaker, 12345 6789 10, ABCDE, Tuning, Tone, Volume, Wavechange, 
50 ohms, 200 ohms, 500 ohms, 600 ohms, High, Pre- -amp., ‘Input, Output, 
Equalizer, In Out, Record, Playback, Standard, Orthocoustic, Frequency, 
Horiz. Amp., Vert. Amp., Gain, Focus, Intensity, Int. Ext., Syne., Shift. 
Each word repeated five times . 


Country Clients please allow for free Sie freight. 


WILLIAM WILLIS & CO. PTY. LTD. 


428 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE, C.1. 
Established over 80 years. 
DISTRIBUTORS FOR BELLING LEE, BULGIN, AND EDDYSTONE 


DEER AIO SOE 


288 AND 576 Mc. ACTIVITY IN VICTORIA 


8ARY, SATP, 3ADU, and 3ED, all of Essendon, 
are active on 288 Mc., using modulated oscillators 
and superregen receivers and are getting good 
signals over the short distances involved. 


On 576 Me. the only two active appear to be 
3AUX and 3Q0, who have been doing a great deal 
of experimenting with antennae and are getting 
good signals over this four mile non line of sight 
path. New blood or renewed activity from old 
would be appreciated. 


.. per yard, 2/- 
seats per yard, 2/5 


The only type for 
3 


Takes standard 
Se ee ee area . 6/9 


Seawie 8/6 


£4/17/6 
ds eS vee ee 14/6 


£1/9/6 


eae 10/- 


Price, less tubes, £5/9/8 


. Abd. 


Phone: MU 2426 
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FEDERAL, QSL, and 


Federal President: W. R. GRONOW (VK3WG); Federal Secretary: 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Secretary—Maurie Butler (VK2AAN), 
G.P.O., Sydney. 
Meeting Night.—Fourth 
Science House, 
Sts., Sydney. 
Divislonal Sub-Editor.—A. ©. Pearce, 131A Balmain 
Road, Leichhardt, N.S.W. 

Zone Correspondents.—Nth. Coast. & Tablelands: J. 
M. Retallick, VKI2X0, Raleigh; Newcastle: 
H. Whyte, VK2AHA, Vale St., Birmingham 
Gardens, Newcastle; Coalfields and (Lakes: 
H. Hawkins, VK2YL, 27 Comfort Ave., Cess- 
nock; Western: W. H. Stitt, VK2WH, Cum- 
bijowa, Forbes; South Coast and  South- 
ern: R. H, Rayner, VK2DO, 42 Pettit St., Yass; 
Western Suburbs: A, C. Pearce, VK2AHB, 48 
Harrabrook Ave., Five Docks; Eastern Suburbs: 
H. Kerr, VK2AX, No. 4 Flat, 144 Hewlett St., 
Bronte; North Sydney: L. D. Cuffe, VK2AM, 
779 Military Rd., Mosman; St. George: J. A. 
Ackerman, VK2ALG, 32 Park Rd., Carlton; 
South Sydney: V. H. Wilson, VK2VW, Cr. Wil- 
son St. and Marine Pde., Maroubra, 

VICTORIA 

Secretary.—C. Dyer (VK3DY), 19 Collington Ave., 
Brighton (XA 63/26). 

Administrative Secretary.—Mrs. S. May, Law Court 
Chambers, 191 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1. 
Meeting Night.—First Wednesday of each month at 
the Radio School, Melbourne Technical College, 
Correspondents.—Western: ©. C. Waring, 
VK3YW, 12 Skene St., Stawell; South Western: 
K. O’Rorke, VK3AKR, Killigrew, Westmere; 
North Eastern: H. G. Wohlers, 107 Templeton 
St., Wangaratta; Far North Western: M. Folie, 
101 Lemon Ave., Mildura; Eastern: H. O. Kel- 
las, VK3AHK, Tinambra; North Western: (©, 

Case, VK3ACE, Cumming Ave., Birchip. 


Box 1734 


Friday of each month at 
Corner “Gloucester and Essex 


Zone 


Ih 2 
OK 8s 
CA) ‘y 


_ WI BROADCASTS 


All Amateurs are urged to keep these fre- 
quencies clear during, and for a period of 15 
minutes after, the official Broadcasts. 


VK2WI.—Sundays, 1100 hours EST, 7196 Kc. 
and 2000 hours EST, 50.4 Me. 
quency checks available from WK2WI. 
Intra-State working frequency, 7175 Ke. 


VK3WI.—Sundays, 1130 hours EST, simultane- 
ously on 3580 and 7196 Ke. and re-broad- 
east on 50 and 144 Mc. bands. Intra-State 
working frequency 7185 Ke. Individual 
frequency checks of Amateur Stations given 
when VK3WI is on the air. 


VK4WI.—Sundays, 0900 hours E.S.T. simultane- 
ously on 3750 Ke., 7196 Ke., 14842 Ke., 


52.4 Mc. and 144.138 Mec. Frequency 
checks are given two nights weekly, and 
the times are announced during Sunday 
broadcasts. 7065 Ke, channel is used from 
1000 to 1080 hours each Sunday as VK4 
query service to VK4WI. ' 


VKSWI.—Sundays, 1000 hours SAST, on 7196 
Ke. Frequency checks are given by VK5DW 
by arrangement only on the 7 and 14 Me. 
bands, 


VK6WI.-—Sundays, 0930 hours WAST, on 7196 
Ke. No frequency ‘checks available. 
VK7WI.—Second and Fourth Sundays at 1000 


hours E.S.T. on 7196 Ke. No frequency 


checks are available. 


No fre-. | 


G. M. HULL (VK3ZS), Box 2611W, G.P.O., Melbourne. 


QUEENSLAND 


Secretary—W. L. Stevens, VK4TB, Box 638J, 


, G.P.0., Brisbane. 


Meeting Night.—Third Friday in each month at the 
LR.E. Rooms, Wickham St., Valley. 


Divisional Sub-Editor—F. H, Shannon, VKA4SN, 
Minden, via Rosewood. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Secretary.—G. M. Bowen, VK5XU, Box 1234K, 


G.P.0., Adelaide. 


Meeting Night.—Second Tuesday of each month at 
17 Waymouth St., Adelaide. 


Divisional Sub-Editor—W. W. Parsons, 
483 Esplanade, Henley Beach. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Secretary—W. E. Coxon, VK6AG, 7 Howard St., 
Perth, 

Meeting Place.—Padbury House, Cnr. St. George's 
Ter. and King St., Perth. 

Meeting Night.—Third Tuesday of each month. 

Divisional Sub-Editor—Alec A, Smith, VK6AS, 
75 Weston St., Carlisle, Western Australia. 


VK5PS, 


TASMANIA 


Secretary—R. D. O’May, VK70M, 


G.P.0., Hobart. 

Meeting Night.—First Wednesday of each month at 
the Photographie Society’s Rooms, 163 Liver- 
pool St., Hebart, 

Divisional Sub-Editor—G. D. P, Clarke (VK7TA), 
c/o. THO, 82 Elizabeth Street, Hobart, Tas. 


Northern Zone Correspondent.—R. H. Kilby, VK7RK, 
5 Galvin Street, Launceston. 


Box 3871B, 


COCO oc  — — — eee 


FEDERAL 
DX C.C. LISTING 
PHONE 

VK3JD (1) Moraes sed: 148 
VS HB CEO) = ie ae a etwas 137 
SVS O OW ae (24s) Sore eee te np ai ees SOE 136 
VK6RU (2) ore eT 134 
VE8BZ (3) iG eat 134 
MAAS ma Q)) P= eka ge are maces 121 
KA CB eis ens ees ace 114 
VE ODD! 86) os ec 113 
VK3LN soe ee ee iran oS 112 
ViOIGCS 6 OR Gi 2) i Seen epee ats) 107 
VIS DANE TEN GHG ie ata oeh euaee as 102 
peo SEG=2(C5 nate. i a ae wis 100 
VK3JE (7) bn tlvee ers 100 

New Member:— 
VEE SAW. Was (GUS) seer ary 5 105 

C.W. 

VK38BZ (6) . Bese seman 0) 175 
VK2EO (2) CRE pete 0) 152 
VK38GN (1) . A re £0 151 
VK4EL (9) 40 140 
VK3KB (10) aera OO: 138 
VK38VW (4) recess tetera aes 50) 135 
VK2QL (5) See aimee 133 
VK4HR (8) . ri . 40 126 
VK3FH (15) . 38 126 
VK4RF (11) ° 35 125 
‘WARGO Ga (CED) con es epee oe) 122 
WKGRU C18 mer tere ae eee 119 
VAC SUM, SCD 2)) 5 ort aston iaip ol ae oT: 115 
VK4DA (7) . Sar ete) 113 
VK4DO (20) tmee ape oats 109 

New Members :— 
VA WADE (210) ey we cgi ke 105 
MASI C25) 4 scene 8 104 
SVE CR C216) agers a 101 

OPEN 

VK8BZ (4) . yes alee siesy SO. 197 
MEGRU—C8) io a eee eS. 169 
VK3KX bi) 4 Parenti oa 8) 167 
VK4HR (7) . bere ag =<) 161 
VEZDIE (2), . sae ee SO) 160 
ViSHG= Coee se in utes a0) 160 
MERGKW, SCLS9)0 x ges ta OO, aan 
RVD Ee Ol) ecete tene saint odes OO 154 
WACLTG ClO) a=. eeencceee 40. 140 
WARD (Osa CES otter a nace le cpap este) 139 
MEARS = (24) ions ose ee SO. 139 
VK SOP GH9) as tare sie eo. 137 
“SCS DO Pree CA) Vem arrears irene 48) 135 

New Members:— 
SWALERIA SS Ga 0) olen ere ieee 109 
SV KSI1 (33) Ge 3 ere 8 105 
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STANDARD FREQUENCY SERVICE 


A Standard Frequency Service, similar to that 
in operation by WWV in Washington, D.C., and 
WWVH in Honolulu igs now being operated by the 


National Physics Laboratory at Teddington, Eng- 
jJand, on an experimental basis. 
The frequencies in use are 5 and 10 Me, and 


may be heard at the following times: 5 Mc., 8.44 
p.m. to 4.15 p.m.; 10 Me., 4.29 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
E.AS.T. 


FREQUENCY ALLOCATIONS 


The following is a list of the bands available 
for use by the Amateur Service in Australia, fol- 
lowed by the types of emission allowed on those 
bands. 


3.5 to 3.8 Mc.—Al, 3, 3a, 6F3. 

7.0 to 7.2 Mce.—A1, 3, 8a, 6F3. 

14.0 to 14.4 Me.—Al, 8, 3a, 6F3. 
26.96 to 27.23 Mce.—Al, 8, FM. 

28.0 to 30.0 Mc.—AlI, 3, 3a, OF3. 

60.0 to 64.0 Mc.—Al1, 2, 8, FM. 

144 to 148 Mce.—A0O, 1, 2, 3, FM, Pulse. 

288 to 296 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, FM, Pulse. 

576 to 585 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, FM, Pulse. 
1215 to 1300 Mc.—AO0, 1, 2, 3, FM, Pulse. 
2300 to 2450 Mc.—A0, 1, 2, 3, FM, Pulse. 
6650 to 5850 Mc.—AQ, 1, 2, 8, FM, Pulse. 
10000 to 10500 Mc.—A0O, 1, 2, 8, FM, Pulse. - 
21000 to 22000 Mc.—AO, 1, 2, 8, FM, Pulse, 


30000 Mc. and higher—A0O, 1, 2, 8, FM, Pulse. 


Note.—6F3 emission represents a maximum de- 
viation from the quiescent frequency of plus or 
minus 3 Ke 


GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENT 


As a result of item 39 of the 1950 Federal 
Convention, all Amateurs are requested to refrain 
from using phone between 7000 Ke and 7050 Ke. 
Remember the gentlemen’s agreement please. 


COMMERCIAL INTERFERENCE 


How many Amateurs are there that complain of 
commercial interference in the Amateur Bands? 
Have you made a written report of your observa- 
tions? If not, why not now. Send your report to 
your Divisional Council for transmission to F.E. 


UNIFORM PHONETICS 


The need for the use of a uniform phonetic 
alphabet is long overdue. The W.I.A. made repre- 
sentation to the J.A.R.U. for an expression of 
opinion to be obtained from all Radio Societies 
throughout the world, with the 
result was unanimous, 


result that the’ 


As the Inter-Services List is known throughout 
all Allied Nations, the Federal Council suggests 
that greater use be made of this list. Furthermore, 
it is the one suggested by the P.M.G. Department 
in the Handbook for the Guidance of Licensees of 
Amateur Wireless Stations. 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, AND DELETIONS TO 
AMATEUR CALL SIGNS—MAY, 1950 
Additions— 


VK2ATW—H. §, Watson, 57 Wardell Rd., Petersham. 
2AKK—K. Whitmore, 5 Elston Ave., West Ryde. 
2APT—H. E. Trevena, 133 Old Kent Rd., East 

Bankstown. 
2AVO—-K. V. O’Rourke, 4 Cowper St., Warrawong 
2AZI—B. D, Woods, 45 Eurimbla Ave., Randwick. 

YR3PD—G. D. P. Clarke, 601 Toorak Rd., Toorak. 
3SN—G. P. Lee, 5 Hutchinson St., Sunshine. 
8ADV—J. W. Williamson, 36 Westgate St., 

Oakleigh. 
3A0P—G, R. Burrowes, c/o. J. Lakis, 16 Swan- 
ston St., Geelong. 
3ARP—R. E. Pope, 7 Kyora Pde., Nth. Balwyn. 
38ATN—T. R. Naughton, Fire Station, Sunshine. 

VK4IG—H, A. Griffiths, 9 Ipswich St., Toowoomba. 

4LB—L, 0. C. Baker, 13 Edward St., One Mile, 


Ipswich. 
VK5EH—J, B. Hawke, 219 Stanley St., North 

Adelaide. 
5KW—A. H. Vonthethoff, Vaughan Ter., Berri. 


5NB—R. E. Bell, 113 Brighton Rd., Hove. 
5NM—M. N. Mayer, 8 Palmyra Ave., Torrens- 
ville. 
5PF—D. McL. Robson, L.R.W.E. Hostel, Salisbury. 
VK9MR—M..J. Rieper, Madang, T.N.G. 
9PF—P, T. Filmer, Norfolk Island. 


Alterations— 

VK2AL—14 Connelly St., Penshurst. 
2BT—-16 Grenfell Street, Forbes. 
2HX—*Mary Villa,” Moorecourt Ave., Springwood. 
2FR—Albury Street, Holbrook. 
2HO—217 Princes Highway, Sutherland. 
21U—Flat 2, 38 St. Georges Cres., Drummoyne. 
2KD-+2 Sofala Street, Herne Bay. 
2KF—78 Mitchell Ave., Kurri Kurri. 
20N—Baan Baan Street, Dubbo. 
20Z—“Wembury,’? 42 Elizabeth St., Ashfield, 
2AGP-—8A Kincaid Street, Wagga Wagga. 
2AHT—Flat 26D, Cr. Merrylands and Woodville 

Rds., Merrylands, 

24HU—s Inverary St., Concord. 
2AIX—31 Ruthven St., Bondi Junction. 
2ARN—24 Burge Rd., Woy Woy. 


VK8EV—15 Elman Rd., Cheltenham. 
3IH—3 Cameron Rd., Essendon. 
3LU—Old Fernshaw Rd., Healesville. 
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3MZ—8 Bransgrove St., East Preston. 
8TE-—-15 Callantina Rd., Hawthorn. 

8XV—-130 Glen Eira Rd., Elsternwick. 
8ZW-—-(Lot 12), Mackie Rd., East Bentleigh. 
8AAH—83 Harrison St., Deer Park. pa 
8ADQ—17A St. David St., North Geelong. 
8AEV—15 Elman Rd., Cheltenham. 
8A0C—278 Malvern Rd., Prahran. 

38ARC—14 Wilgah St., East St. Kilda. 


VK4AB—6th Avenue, Palm Beach, Elanora P.O. 
4AC—6th Avenue, Palm Beach, Elanora P.O. 
4CB—112 Churchill St., Maryborough. 
4CH—‘‘Salton House,’’ Grafton St., Warwick. 
4DJ—P.0, Box 145, Cloncurry. 
4DY—196 Ekibin Rd., Annerley. 
4MC—c/o, Edith Bryan Hostel, Cr. Free and 

Goring Streets, Newmarket. 
4MP——St. Albans Rectory, Gatton. 
4RT—Emma Street, Holland Park, Brisbane. 

VK5CD—Keyneton. 
5GF—219 Magill Rd., Trinity Gardens. 
5GP—Night Cliff, Northern Territory. 
5NV—-161 Napier Terrace, Westbourne Park, 

VK6FL—274 Walcott Street, North Perth. 
6KD—c/o. 6AM, Northam, 


VK7MG—849 Sandy Bay Road, Hobart. 
7WI-—'Fairview,’ Esplanade, Bellerive. 
VK9MC—Baiyer River, Central New Guinea, 


; Deletions— 

VK2CD——Cancelled. 
2DY—Cancelled. 
2ACZ—Cancelled. 


2ANP—Cancelled, now operating under 3AOP.° 


VK3PO—Cancelled. 
8SN—Cancelled, re-allotted to G. P. Lee. 
3WU—Cancelled. 
3 ASS—Cancelled, 
38 ATH—Cancelled. 


VK4DG—Cancelled. 
4JT—Cancelled. 
4KA—Cancelled, 
4Z1—-Cancelled, now operating under 2AZI. 


VK6RF—Cancelled, now operating under 5PF. 
6WX—Cancelled. 


VE7RF—Cancelled. 
7TA—Cancelled, now operating under 3PD. 


VK9JT—Cancelled. 
9VB—Cancelled. 
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FEDERAL QSL BUREAU 


RAY JONES, VK3RU, MANAGER 


The Northern California DX Club writes under 
date of 20th March, 1950: “A serious threat to 
our mutual interests has arisen. The A.R.R.L. and 
other Amateur organisations have recommended to 
the [F.C.C, (U.S.A.) that the present 20 metre 
Amateur band frequency allocation for phone be 
changed. This to become effective at the same time 
that the 14350-14400 Ke. of the 20 metre band is 
turned over to the commercials and when the 
Amateur is given the new 21 Mec. band. The change 
that has’ been submitted provides for the allotment 
of 14300-14350 Ke, for expansion of the present 
U.S. phone band. At first. to a DX man this change 
might not be considered important, but think a 
moment of the inevitable results. This is not a 
c,w.phone controversy, nor is it aimed at the 
A.R.R.L, or any other body. What Amateurs are 
occupying the 14300-14850 Ke. and what will 
happen to these Amateurs? The Canadian Amateurs 
now occupy 50 Ke, either side of the U.S. phone 


Wye band. This is. fof obvious reasons and it is ex- 


pected that no change in this line of thought will 
take place; however, if the U.S. phone band is 
expanded so as to occupy the frequencies used by 
the Canadians, what will the Canadians do? Reliable 
sources have it and logic would indicate that these 
stations will move to the present part of the c.w. 
allocation 14100-14150 Ke. All right you say, 
that part of our band is useless at times for e.w. 
because of foreign phone QRM. Now what about 
the foreign phone man now operating between 
14300-14400 Ke.? He will take the only way out 
he has and move into that part of the band 14000- 
14100 Ke. Now as a DX man, phone or c.w., can 
vou see what we are driving at? The QRM created 
by U.S. and Canadian phone and e.w. will so 
completely fill our only true DX band that no DX, 
phone or e.w., will be worked by anyone. What 
can we do about it? The following are a few 
suggestions that could help: (1) Talk to every 
DX man you can about it, over the air or in person; 
(2) ask your foreign contacts what they think 
about it and have them write their views to A.R.R.L. 
at once; (3) act today. Remember these who want 
your band are busy.’’ 

The best example of QSL card ever sighted by 
this scribe after handling well over one million 
cards, is that of Jos Rodriguez, EA5BA. Jose’s 
eards are all hand painted, each with a different 
and intriguing design and with different colour 
schemes and layouts. The execution is masterly 
and yours truly would be proud to own one. 
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~The ‘full QTH of VK9MR, Max Rieper, ex- 
VK3AMR, is care D.C.A. Madang, New Guinea. Max 
is currently active on 14 Mc. and ia scheduled to 
ae in New Guinea for three years, from May, 
1960. 

G8U0, ot Keighley, Yorks, England, with printed 
“chasers” bursts into verse, thus:— 

“Wherinell’s That QSL?” 


“Some moons ago, ole pal, ole pal, we had a QSO, 

Mayhap twas short, mayhap twas long, as other 
contacts go, 

But whether it was long or short, I have this much 
to add, 

Tt gave me just as big a kick as any I have had. 

And there is something you should know, 

T sent you my QSL card many months ago. 

Perhaps the postman pinched it or perhaps I’m 
not quite sane, 

So in case you think I’m joking, I am sending this 
again. 

Again I ask you pal o’ mine, deny no more my plea, 

Just get the lead out of your feet and send that 
card to me.” 


The QSL Manager for the R.E.F., whose Bureau 
QTH is 72 Rue Marceau, Montreuil sous Bois (Seine), 
France, advises that owing to the large number of 
QSL despatches received on which insufficient postage 
has been prepaid, that all surcharged mail will, 
in the future, be refused. 


HLICB, “Art’’? Gramolini, ex-W1NSX, A.P.0. 404, 
care Postmaster, San Franciso, Cal., U.S.A., supplies 
the following information regarding his station for 
the benefit of those desirous of contacting Korea: 
Operating hours are 0900 to 1200 G.M.T. daily. 
Frequencies used are 14000, 14050; 14060, and 
14100 Ke, Art complains he has received but one 
card from VK and in future only intends te QSL 
on receipt of card. 


A par in these notes in the April issue of “Am- 
ateur Radio” quoted endorsements on cards for AP 
which had been returned by the VU QSL Bureau 
instead of being passed on to the. AP Bureau. The 
Asst. Secretary of the A.R.C.I., who read the par, 
has written stating, “We regret that owing to an 
oversight, the QSL cards for AP were returned to 
you with our ‘remarks’ which were actually intended 
for-the basis of a letter which our QSL Manager 
proposed to write to you informing you that AP5B 
is now functioning as the official QSL Bureau for 
Pakistan so that Cards could be sent direct to 
Pakistan and not via India. We are still handling 
cards for AP everyday from all parts of the world, 
and we hasten to state that the most cordial rela- 
tions exist between the AP and VU Hams in spite 
of the political differences between our countries. 
We shall therefore be grateful if you will publish a 
correcting paragraph so that a misunderstanding 
may be avoided.” 

The motor vessel ‘“Halgard,”’ bound for the Gil- 
bert Islands via Suva, called at Noumea en route, 
enabling the operator Don Reed, VK2DR,. to meet 
Felix, FK8AC. Don has a sked on 7050 Ke. with 
VK2AJW each evening. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


The monthly general meeting of«the Division was 
held as usual at Science House, Gloucester St., Syd- 
ney, on 26th May, 1950. The newly elected Presi- 
dent” of the N.S.W. Division, Mr. J. Corbin, 2YC, 
occupied the chair. There was a packed house and 
the ushers had a busy time hunting up chairs for 
the stragglers. 


Among those present were VR3A recently of 
Fanning Island. VK2AZI (ex-VK4Z1), and VK2J0 
of Narrabri. VR3A left early in the meeting.on a 
rush trip to Melbourne, but promised to speak of 
his experiences on Fanning Island at a subsequent 
gathering. 

Dr. Allison, VK1RA, gave a lengthy and humour- 
ous recital of events occurring during his recent 
period of duty in Antarctica, where he was stationed 
on Heard Island. 

Great interest. was shown by members and Dr. 
Allison stated that it might be possible to show 
films taken in that area and give a further talk 
in the near future. 

A vote of congratulations to Mr. J. Corbin, 2YC, 
on attaining the Presidency of this Division was 
moved by ‘‘Pop” Treharne, 2BM, and was carried 
by acclamation. 

Dr, Leo McMahon was the proud recipient of a 
handsome silver cup presented for his outstanding 
work and great number of interesting articles writ- 
ten for “Amateur Radio’ during the past year. Dr. 
McMahon, in his reply, pleaded for the gang to 
send in any novel ideas or articles—no matter how 
big or how small. 

It was moved that an attendance book shall be 
kept at the entrance hall for the information of 
members. Voted a splendid idea—the motion was 
carried. The meeting was closed at 10.45 p.m. 


WESTERN SUBURBS 
Heard 2WD flat out working some South Ameri- 
cans on 20 metre phone recently. 20Q is tickled 
pink with his new location at Chester Hill and has 


a fine rotary beam in action which is currently 
knocking them over. Harry runs only 30 watts and 
soon hopes to be in the DX ©.0C.. class. Nice going 
Harry! 2ATL {9 putting out a solid signal wit 
quite good quality phone on 40 metres. 2ARR 
is back in form again after having had the painters 
in, Maybe I have it wrong, but have you moved 
the bedroom into the garage and the shack into 
the house Max? Nice phone. 


2ADO has a half-wave folded dipole on 20 and 
runs 80 watts to an 813. Also runs 50 watts to 
the filament he laments. 2JT gets amongst the DX 
and still enjoys that Sunday morning natter. Charlie 
had a tough break recently when some miscreant 
spirited off his receiver. No news of 2TD. since he 
got married last year. What goes on Ray? 2AHB 
having a new QTH and little space, is migrating 
to 144 and 288 Mc. very soon, 2YM had gome ex- 
cellent contacts on 144 Me. recently, whilst port- 
able with Gladesville Radio-Club on Mt. Gibraltar 
near Mittagong, 16th April. 2IT and 2ANF were 
with him and 2AH and 2AWZ were reported as 
having really solid signals from the Sy ney ares 
on 144 Me. ; 


NORTH COAST AND TABLELANDS 


Sorry to miss out with last month’s notes boys, 
but was away on holidays. The car for the trip 
was fitted with an 8 ft. whip on the back bumper 
bar and with Rod 2ACU as second operator, 
VK8, VK4, VK7 and all parts of N.S.W. were con. 
tacted with a No. 11. Skip was evident from 5 to 
50 miles. On reaching Newcastle, we were directed 
to.2AHA’s on the beam. Harold had arranged to 


see we metimany of the boys and a good time was 
had by all. 


The Gladesville Radio Club was visited and we 
met about 30 members and enjoyed the hospitality 
and lectures. We attended the Annual Meeting of 
the W.I.A. and the North Coast gang wish the new 
Council every success, and I would mention that 
the country Amateurs do appreciate the work of 
the W.ILA. and the Disposal Committee are doing 
for them. I may mention (although I might be 
sticking my neck out a little) that after visiting a 
large number of city shacks, that, the country 
gang put it all over their city counter-parts when 


shacks! 


Conditions on 40 at night have been punk, 80 is 
improving and plenty of VK and ZL contacts are 
the order of the day. 2RK active on 80 and 40, 
2ZY trying to contact Lismore on 6. 2AQM ig 
active and trying to find out if he has any hum 
on his carrier—he can hear it, but nobody else 
can. Clive’s v.f.o. now. 28L not very active, but 
building 80 bedside Tx for the winter nights. 2UG 
just returned from holidays. Alf works 6, 40 and 
80 with 2LH and 2ADE. 2TG working plenty of 
DX with his four element beam 50 feet high and 
is going for the phone DX ©.C.—96 cards to hand 
and more to come. 2AFP leaving Casino sub- 
station for Byron Bay, and hopes to get away 
from the QRM. 


2ZS QRO with 100 watts. 2ASF going well for 
next year’s ear-bashing award, very activa on 40. 
2PA staged a comeback on 40 and 10. The salt 


it comes to home-built gear and clean and tidy 


~ — AO.C-P. CLASS 


The Victorian Division 
&.0.C-P. -Class will “comi- 
mence on Thursday, 13th 
July, 1950. Lectures are 
held on Monday and Thurs- 
day evenings from: 8 to 10 
p.m. Persons desirous of 
being enrolled should com- 
municate with Secretary 
W.1LA., Victorian Division, 
191 Queen St., Melbourne 
(Phone FJ 6997 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.), or the Class 
Manager on either of the 
above evenings. 
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air is playing up with Peter’s beam. 2DS and 
, ry active, Doug’s G8PO is giying trouble. 
2AWS building new house and 100 watt rig, hopes 
to be on the air in a month’s time. 2AEY active 
on 40, had a trip. to Sydney. with 2PA and 2A WS. 
2DK can be contacted on 40 and 80, Chas will be 
installing -a vee beam for the coming winter. 2JC 
working 40 and 80, attended annual meeting of 
W.IA. and was after information on the forming 
of a North Coast and Tablelands Branch. 

QNN, 2UN, 2¥U, 2ZP, 2ABX, 2AIH and 2ANU— 
no news, are these boys active? Any news would 
be appreciated. 2ATS puts out a good signal with 
a No. 11. 20E active on 10; 2GI on 10, 20, 40 
and 80. 2TB, 2NY, 2WQ have a 144 Mc. net 


_ working in Grafton. 2EA also on_144, gets ready 


for the next Urunga ‘‘do.’ 2SR building new 
house. 2XO on 6,°40 and 80, 2ARY building wire 
recorder. 2AAP active on 40 and 80. 2CJ staged 
a comeback and active on 40. 2JK, 2ADN, 2ARJ, 
2AJT Coffs Harbour are re-building. 


2AJB built transmitter in rack and panel—active 
on 40. No word from’ 2DX, but active on 20 only. 
2WT had a QSO on 20 with a G using a vee beam, 
S9 signals both ways. 2PA reports working ZE2KH 
who was on 21.3 Mec., 2PA on 10, the ZE was 
using 100 watts to a three element and was 5/8. 


HUNTER BRANCH 


The June meeting of the Hunter Branch was well 
attended. The Branch was honoured by a visit from 
State President, Jim Corbin, 2YC, Vice-Presidents 
and members of the new Council. The lecture for 
the meeting was given by Ken Greenholgh, 2KG, 
in the absence of 2MS who had to work; “Mag- 
netic Wire Recorders,” the subject, and Ken gave 
a very interesting description and demonstration. 
The surprise of the lectute was the playing back 
of a number of the gangs’ transmissions—they 
obtained a fair idea how their signals really sound. 
Our new Secretary, 2LV, is to be congratulated on 
the f.b. job he is'doing and like all W.I.A. Secre- 
taries it reflects: on the time they can get on the 
air. The new Rx at 2CS is progressing slowly, 6 
metre coils in the Rx though. Lionel tested a 
NC200 recently, but was not very impressed. 2XT 


at last broken the ice and is on 40 with some nice ‘ 


phone, a little b.c.i. is a worry though. XYL sounds 
f.b. too Bill. 

2CW on 40 also with QRP phone, do it more 
often Bill. .2UY getting out better on 40 from 
his shielded location, hag a firm hand on the cash 
for the Branch. 2ANA putting out the usual nice 
signal on 40, got burnt at. work, some “lid” 
switching on after Norm had switched off. 2NX 
working in Sydney and only heard week-ends. Wel- 
come to new member, 2ZT—-Tom operates on 20 
and 40 cw. with an 807 and a zepp. 2XY. using 
cathode modulation on 40 these days and has 
some nice clickless c.w. too. Struck some trouble 
with 70 Me. b.e.i. on Council’s f.m. Neil ig un- 
fortunately working in the dark as he cannot get 
aecess to the Rx to see what it is all about! 


2CI’s last year’s effort in the Trans-Tasman seems 
te be his last, as the Contest is due to go according 
to the Federal Convention voting. Another to join 
up is. old timer, 2WU, Lew McDonald. We would 
like to see him at some of the meetings. New sig- 
nal on 10 ig Johnnie Clark, 2DZ, trom Adamstown, 
uses three elements and 807s. 2MC still QRL 
pbuilding house and checking electric light meters. 
2PQ has the new Rx going f.b.—7.5 Me. first ivf. 
and 150 Ke, second channel, got a new one on ten 
recently, OQ5. 2TE talking of shifting to new 
QTH. Better sell up to some Ham Bert, it is easier 
than shifting antennae. 2AFS has been on holidays 
and will be away in VK6 for some weeks relieving. 
2FP got a couple of new ones and now 127 on 
10 metre phone—f.b. work Ern. 

2AGY only heard on 10 phone and 20 cw., 
manages a few QSOs through the QRM. 2ARK back 
at Mayfield P.O. Very QRL with disposals gear. 
Nil from Stockton 2AMM, 2PT and 2ASJ. Welcome 
also to 2ASJ,.a new member. 2ZC chasing ZD2 
in Zone 85, other bloke didn’t come across, so 
Jim is starting out again, sneaked another country 
the total about 160 now. The 20 beam at 20N 
taking shape. Another Westerner 2AGD has high 
gain i.f’s. in the Rx, now thinking of fixed beams 
for 20 as 10 is so sick. If you want to hear 
some good phone listen to 2AAIT on.40. 2AAM at 
Belmont only active on 40, also with good quality. 

The activity on the v.h.f’s. has slackened in the 
zone. 20S still painting the tower, but gets on 
6 now and again 2BZ has private line to 2ADT 
on 6 and 2-.crossband. 2ADS has the beam working 
on 10—two elements, amongst the DX too; looks 
forward +o better conditions on 10—but when? 

The Hunter Valley Emergency Net had another 
practice and gained more experience, the Net will 
operate on 6 for their next schedule. Most of the 
Net members use that band and it is anticipated 
that the Hunter Valley will even be better covered 
on 6 than 80. 7002, 8501 Ke. of course still 
emergency frequencies, but most practices will take 
place on 6, 

2XQ has some nice phone using the new modu- 
lators, had a good holiday and busy with the net- 
work. 2TY flat out on the 1196s, getting all the 
good dope for the Net members—how he loves 80! 
Ask Bob if: you want to hear some: bad. language. 
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2ADX: is a strong supporter of the Net; has been 
sick and on holidays. Vie 2AKP hasn't been 100 
per cent, either and was missed at the last sked. 
2ANL still not on. 2J3Z going QRO, gets out: well 
but not happy. 2VU is a sticker for 6, but operates 
all bands. 2DG contemplating. another 20 beam, 
heard recently on 80 phone or was J hearing things? 
2AHA getting some c.w. DX on 40, mainly Euro- 
peang between 1600-1700 hours, what’s missing on 
10, is on 40 now. 


COALFIELDS AND LAKES 


News is very scarce this month and conditions 
generally have been very poor with the resultant 
falling off in activity. 

The usual emergency net hook-up in the Hunter 
Valley took place on the last Sunday in the month. 
The Net members are making great progress with 
their portable gear, and should have a try out soon 
with the gear under field conditions. None of the 
bands are anyway normal and 80 has often come 
into its own in supplying a contact. After three 
years, 2KZ has at last been rewarded for his efforts 
on 10 phone and the W.A.S. certificate has arrived 
from the States endorsed 10 phone. So now we 
wonder if he will discard the old two tube “‘blooper’’ 
and 16 watt rig? Expects to be mainly restricted 
to week-end operation for a-while. 2KF moved QTH 
to his own home and was last heard of boring holes 
in the living room floor. Should be on soon with 
the new microphone. 2¥Y0, the other Ham in the 
Kurri district, is mainly on 10 phone and. has been 
to Sydney for gear, so it seems there will be some 
alterations at 2Y0O. : 

2VU_ talking of a turret wave change Rx similar 
to 2ADT’s. No news of 2JZ. 2ANU shows up 
on 80 for the emergency net. 2RU and 2AEZ 
can be found on 50 Mec., while 2KR is back on 
again after a long holiday. Have heard that 2GA 
is also on 50 Mc. Nothing from 2ALR lately. 
2PZ making steady progress, has ARS re-vamped 
and working with S meter, etc. So at last he can 
listen to the gang, it is only a matter of a rig 
now! 2ADT, strange as it may seem, has not been 
quite as active though busy in other spheres of 
the game. A new v.f.o. is one of his efforts. At 
the moment is working on a high class frequency 
meter. 2YL working a few of the locals only, 
not very active otherwise. 


WESTERN ZONE 


2 

2BT looks like getting his knuckles caned for 
a long phone QSO. on 7002, the emergency fre- 
quency, with 2AMV and 2AMR; had a look at the 
Dubbo disposals. sale, there was some good gear 
there too. 2AMV works 144 with 2BT, uses mod.- 
osc. and super regen. and doesn’t work the low 
frequencies so much. 2JV inactive and 2WH was 
flood bound in Sydney for the second time in a few 
months, besides losing fences and taming 807s 
and getting the cards for a DX C.C.. things are 
rather quiet! 2NS reports that. the South Africans 
have 21) Mc, and is a bit undecided whether the 
10 metre beam will grow or the 20 job will shrink 
when the band comes along. A search party will 
have to look for 27E, not a sound from him. Of 
the Dubbo boys, 2SA has been holidaying in Sydney; 
21 busy om clay. pidgeon shooting and the new 
house; nil heard from 2AMR and 2VZ. 

2DK and 2JC in Sydney for the sheep show. Hart 
was neglecting the Merinos that his YF is. inter- 
ested in and was only seeing the Corriedales. 2DK 
seemed to be supporting Hart. 2ACOU arrived -with 
his new Rx to show 2WH who was duly impressed 
with the performance. On arriving home, Rod told 
2WH that one of the tubes was out of the Rx— 
what a job! Norm, a budding Ham, was with 
2ACU and produced a camera worth more than 
the Rx. The Western Zone -was rocked by the 
presence of both 2EO and 2VN on 40 phone—what 
a pair to turn up on that band! 2ALX and 2JW 
not heard, not even on s.8.s.c. They are believed 
to be active on the v.h.f’s. 2LY still using all 
his Rx’s. and should be moving soon. 2EX not 
very active, blew up a transformer and threatens 
to re-build. 2HZ still hasn’t come on, but has 
been allotted a shelf in a linen press for some gear 
and should be on soon with p.p. 9002s or something 
like that. 2L2Z believed to be still busy building 
houses, but makes 40 on occasions. 


SOUTH COAST AND SOUTHERN 


The best quality phone heard this month in the 
zone emanated from 2TC. Jim was using a cathode 
system of modulation—a very nice signal. 2PN 


was heard yarning to 2GT—-many remarks about . 


832s plus comments on Compass Rx’s. Evidently 
Ross obtained a Compass Rx from. Disposals, sounds 
like becoming the second stage for a double super. 
2JQ has been experiencing trouble with the power 
supply to the v.f.o. The electrostatic shield went 
across to the secondary and shield is no longer 
earthed and all is well. 2AIK sports a new Code 
Master Bug and much time and patience is being 
expended mastering the art of using same. A new 
y.f.o. ig under way as the old one jumped off the 
bench and didn’t bounce;-the new job 6J5-6V6-807, 

2APP having trouble with arcing neutralising con- 
denser. Has been trying out a few new antennae 
but no decision as to the final choice. 2ALN been 
heard using super modulation, input swinging from 


4 to 13 watts when modulated, had a hard effect 
bere Len. 2PI has installed zero bias triodes, but 
finds the frequency response has-gone.up into the 
boy soprano range. Les suspects the driver tranny 
is causing the loss of bass. 2PM is running 20 
watts input to.a re-built ATR2B and Command Tx 
as vid.o. 2O0N has a new converter for 144, also 
has design worked out for a new rig for the same 
band. 2AID getting out with a solid signal; guess 
Stan must have re-assembled his rig after having 
the gear in use at various spots during the floods 
at Wagea. : 

From Wollongong, 2VH is putting out a really 
fine signal and 2WP has completed his new rig. 
Bill has secured an attractive offer and I understand 
he will shortly be leaving the South Coast for 
Newcastle; he is using 6V6-807 and a 3BZ. 2AEL 
is another in the zone trying out antennae and has 
yet: to make a final decision. Visitors to 2DO at 
Yass during the month neloge 2XP from Dubbo, 
2AJP from Goulburn, 2WD and 2YP from Sydney 
and 3AHR from Melbourne. 


VICTORIA 


The monthly meeting of the Division was held 
at the Melbourne Technical College, Bowen St., 
Melbourne, on Wednesday, 7th June, at 8.15 p.m. 
There were about 100 members present, as well as 
several visitors. 8GS occupied the chair and in his 
usual cheery manner, proceeded to business. Apol- 
ogies were received from 3XD and 3HX. Standing 
orders were suspended for the lecturer for the 
evening, one of our members, Fred House, VK8ARK. 
The subject of Fred’s talk was ‘‘Duplex Operation’ 
and “Scrambled Speech.” Fred dealt witlt these stb- 
jects in a very capable manner, and must be con. 
gratulated on his fine effort as it was sprung on 
him at very short notice. At the conclusion the 
Chairman congratulated Fred and the meeting 
showed their appreciation in the usual manner. 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
confirmed, no ‘business «arising therefrom. Reports 
from the various*Committees were aired. The Presi- 
dent gave a concisé report of the last Council 
meeting of what they have done and what is te \ 
be done. 8'WI transmitter is now in the rooms and 
will’ be in operation within (we hope) one month. 
There ig a small amount of work still to be done 
on the unit, but with the able stance of a few 
technical minded men, this should present no 
difficulty. T.A.C. Chairman reported on T.A.C. activ- 
ities and pealed for support from the members to 
use the Library and Instruments. T.A-C. members 
are in attendance on the last Tuesday in the month 
at the rooms. The V.H.F. Group reported on their 
activity. A full report will -be found under the 
“50 Me. and Above.”? The next reports were trom 
the. Class Manager 8XJ who reported the Class is 
doing fine and the new Class will commence on 
13th July. Communication Manager 31K had little 
to report, suffice to say everything going OK. 

The ‘Food for Britain’? Appeal raised a few com- 
ments; the Federal Secretary, 8Z5, reporting on 
further appreciative letters being received from 
England. To finish the evening a visitor from VK2 
came to the dais and the President introduced 
Warren Clark, VK2ASM. Warren’s talk was on the) 
radio link between base and car. He is employed 
by a Sydney newspaper and gave a full story on 
how the newspaper gets news and “scoops” in 
record time. The frequency used being in the 72 
Me. band. 

This Division still has the old “bogey” kicking 
around. That is the matter of clul¥ rooms. The 
Council would appreciate any information on the 
availibility of procuring premises of a permanent 
nature. Several suggestions were put forward and 


something concrete may come of them. This matter’ z 


is very ~urgent and the Council appeals to all 
members to help them in finding rooms. 

The -QSL Outward Manager requests that all cards 
have the call sign written on the back’ of the 
ecard. This makes the sorting of the cards easy and 
Lae them to be cleared much quicker, Thanks 
oys. 

Was pleased to see 3XU at the meeting. Ron 
(VKIADS) handed in a-great. bunch of cards. 38VA 
is in,town doing the roundg. 3DY going all posh, 
a new shack and what have you. -3KE playing with 
beams and quite worried. 3FO showing VK2 visitors 
the sights: of Harrisfield and ended up in getting 
bogged. 38EN has a new tower and beams. 3J0 
doesn’t know whether he has a Tx or Rx. 

Tt is regretted that the address of the incoming 
QSL Manager for Victoria (Graham Roper, VK3ZB) 
has appeared incorrectly in some current call sign 
lists. Please note that his address is still 26 
Lucas Street, Caulfield, S.E.8. 

This will be the last issue of the magazine to be 
sent to unfinancial members of this Division. If 
you are in this category, may we remind you to 
renew your subscription - immediately. 


THE MOORABBIN AND DISTRICT RADIO CLUB 


Once again this popular and increasing Radio 
Club held its usual monthly meeting at the Library 
Hall, Moorabbin, on Friday, 18th May. The attend- 
ance was up to usual, the President, 3KE, being. in 
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Setting a New Standard in Communication Receivers— 


The “Commander” Double Superhet. 
Free Data Sheets on Request 


‘Interstate Representatives: West. Aust.—Messrs. Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 894 Hay 
St., Perth. Queensland—Messrs. A. E. Harrold, 123-5 Charlotte St., Brisbane. 
In other States direct your inquiries to firms handling Bright Star Crystals. 


Valves, new, boxed, RCA 834s, £1/8/- each. RCA 6U%7Gs, 9/- each. 6C4s, 12/- each. 
Limited number of the following Taylor Tubes: TZ20s, £2/10/- each; TB35s, £6/10/- each. 
Type 11 Transceivers in fair condition, with power supplies, £9 each. 


CRYSTALS, as illustrated, 40 or 80 mx., AT or BT cut. Accuracy 0.02% of your speci- 
fied frequency, £2/12/6 each. 


20 metre Zero Drift, £5 each. Large, unmounted, 40 or 80 metre, £2 each. 
Special and Commercial Crystals—Prices on application. Crystals re-ground, £1 each. 


BRIGHT STAR CRYSTALS may be obtained from the following Interstate firms: Messrs. A. E. 
Harrold, 123 Charlotte St., Brisbane; A. G. Healing Ltd., 151 Pirie St., Adelaide; Atkins (W.A.) Ltd., 
894 Hay St., Perth; Lawrence & Hanson Electrical Pty. Ltd., 120 Collins St., Hobart; Collins Radio, 
409 Lonsdale St., Melbourne; Prices Radio, 5-6 Angel Place, Sydney. 


A.W.A. Split Stator Transmitting Condensers, high voltage, £2/15/- each. 
Screw-type Neutralising Condensers (National type), suits all triode tubes, Polystyrene insulation, 19/6 ea. 


w Prompt delivery on all Country and Interstate Orders. Satisfaction Guaranteed. . 


BRIGHT STAR RADIO 18:9 Lower MaLverN RoaD, GLEN IRIS, VIC. Phone: UL 5510, == 


rel 


Just What You Need :—High Quality, Moderately Priced, Readily Obtainable 


NOTICE TO HAMS!! 

Now Type Freq. Range Application Price inc. Tax 
MT15-75W Mod. Transformer . V.F. Classes AB1, AB2, B; Tubes 807s, 809s, 830Bs ... ....... £719 3 
IT563-6 Input Transformer .. V.F. Line to single grid 600 ohms/60,000 ohms 4- 23 V.U. 1 19 10 
IT564-10 ,, = . V.F. Mie. or oS - aoe grid, 50 or 200 ohms/60,000 ohms toy 

+ 2 a | 

— 1T545-9 Driver Transformer .. Full Turns Sees ye 1 6F6, “42, 6V6, “45/6L6s, ‘807s AB2 2a be LL 
IT570-9 _,, ie ca NE. = »  §, 5, 4-1 p.p. 2A3s/Class B 809s, etc... ... 217 4 
IT571-9 _,, x ee Van; Pe » 93, 23 2-1 p.p. 2A3s/Class B 800s, 801s, 

830Bs, T20s, Cla an 217-4 

1T588-6 V.F. Single 807, p.p. 6V6s, p.p. 2A3s, ae on 807s Class B 2 1 6 
PT1525-21 Filament Gran hoenier ... Two 866As ‘to V. DC working . a ee es 
PT1371-8 Power Transformer .... ... 500, 750, 1,000 per side at 300-Ma. .... .... 6 8 1 

& 2983-22 Input Choke . ... so ee ee 20/5 BL at 30/300 Ma. 1,000 V. DC working Py tes My) 
VHS oh ay Pgh Se ar eee og ae 10 H. at 300 Ma. 1,000 V. DC working .. ... 211 6 


All these items are obtainable from:-—— 
Wm. Willis & Co., 428 Bourke St., Melb. (MU 2426); J. H. Magrath & Co., 208 Lt. Lonsdale St., Melb. (Central. 3688). 


A. & R. Electronic Equipment Co. Pty. Ltd. 


378 ST. KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE, C.1 Phones: MX 1159, MX 1150 
Fle eN cele peded ede ede ele eyed cele ede pao eA ed eA el pede ed Ned ele feN eed eloped ol fede fed pod cele oe ede fo fod ep pod pea Fe Cee 
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the chair. The meeting got away to a prompt 
start and after the minutes and welcome to visitors 
the evening was turned over to the Victorian For- 
restry Commission who was represented by Mr. 
Weste. The agenda item was a series of films on 
the various activities of -the Forrestry Commission. 
The films presented were “Green Gold,” “The Hand 
of Man,” “Soil Erosion,’ ‘Wild Animal Life.” 
Of course.the main interest was the scenes of the 
radio activity between aircraft and ground stations 
in the spotting of bush fires, The show lasted for 
about two hours and a special vote of thanks was 
recorded to Mr. Weste and his assistants for their 
very fine effort in bringing this phase of public 
activity before the public. 


Business items were many and the main topics 
were the forthcoming radio exhibition in conjunction 
with the Glider Club of Victoria to be staged. later 
on in the year. Bob Richardson (8ZP) donated a 
400/400 power trannie, George Wyburd (3LP) a 
7Z40, Ted Scott two copies of the 
Handbook.” All these fine gifts were thankfully 
received and will be faithfully applied. 


FAR NORTH WESTERN ZONE 


Activity a little better in the zone last month. 
8TI on every Sunday morning and evening with a 
very good phone signal, Like the old pre-war days 
Charlie. Good to hear you after all these years. 
Charles’ son, Cliff, seems to be very keen and from 
all accounts there will be another Ham at 3TI 
’er long. Sunday morning hook-up at 9.15 a.m. 
continues with up to five and six taking part each 
week. The members heard being 38FC, 3AFC, 3TI, 
8GZ and our old friend from over the river, Jeoff 
2AHM, being the most consistent. Frank 83FC ‘is 
on leave and spent the first week in the Mildura 
area playing bowls at Red Cliffs. Understand he 
has honored* Melbourne with a visit, not sure if the 
Type 8 was taken along. 38MF very quiet. Let’s 
hear from you Harry. 8AUG very unhappy about 
missing out on the 40 ft. windmill tower recently 
sold in the district. Never mind, Noel, keep the 
old eyes peeled, there should be some others in 
the area. Latest news of 3ACY is that he is now 
resident of Melbourne, 


NORTH EASTERN ZONE 


Well chaps as you are all aware now, the most 
important thing for this month’s notes is—do not 
forget 16th July; big N.E. Convention at Benalla. 
This is a “must,’”’ fellows, so drop that line to 
8KR. Ken, by the way, has just spent a most enjoy- 
able couple of weeks holidaying among his old 
Ham friends. 8YV is also on holidays (back in bed 
in hospital where these notes were written)— 
appendix—well!! But he says he’ll be at Benalla 
on the 16th, Bendix or no Bendix. : 

By the way Wal 3WZ, I have a few QSL cards 
stacked up for you old man—what’s wrong with 
your wrist? ‘Writer’s cramp eh! 

Well chaps that’s the Jot until I see you all 
(I hope) at Benalla on the 16th, sorry I can’t 
give you more notes, but the stitches are still 
hurting like ’ell and tonight’s my last chance to 
get the notes in. 


CENTRAL WESTERN ZONE 


During the month quite an influx of visitors. came 
and went to and from the zone; firstly, we had 
3KR’s slim and stately figure wafting through after 
spending a few days at 3H, where much good 
work on Allan’s BC348 was done, the genemotor 
in particular came in for special attention and- is 
now as quiet as the proverbial door nail. Two 
other visitors were 39M and 3AKF who arrived 
after a Ham trip from VK5, to camp at S3ARL/’s. 
What I would like to know, however, is why Lin 
took Bill to the cemetery instead of the railway 
station on the Monday morning; true it was not 
quite 5 a.m., but why the cemetery? Also why 
did Bill have to have three days in bed after get- 
ting home; truly the younger generation can’t 
take it. After seeing Bill off, Lin and John paid 
a visit to 38HL to see how a good country Ham 
-runs off 32 volts (and also how to put xtals in 
with 3 inch nails). 

A pleasant surprise was hearing 3TA on 7 Mc. 
after a long absence. Byron is still working on 
the 20 metre beam which is also to be joined by 
10 and 2 metre beams. 3FI is interested in 144 
Mc., so that they will be able to check one another 
for a start. The 3ARL, etc., circuit in Stawell will 
later have other stations to shoot for. Talking of 


beams, there are apparently more problems than 
tuning them up. 8AKP is dismantling his five 
element 20 to increase the element supports. Keith 


has had more than one element broken with the 
wind of late. 

After getting everything set at Bendigo, 3AJO is 
to move to Ballarat, so we loose a zone member, 
and 3VA and company get another source of local 
QRM. We shall miss John, and take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking him for his help in the past, 
especially for the delivery of disposal gear. 

38ATR was another to pop up out of the past 
during the last zone hpok-up. Trevor lives on 10 
mainly, and had been having fun with a vee beam 
and the wrong kind of wire. However that is past 
and Trev, is now happily settled down with 100 
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watts on the farm powered from an alternator 
which also runs various gadgets round the house. 
On 7 Mc. he uses a Type 3. 

3DP is busy building himself a 50 Ke. if. stage 
so he should be set to cut through the QRM in 


the very near future.. During a gale recently, 
3ARL arrived home to see his 144 Mc. beam behav- 
ing in an undignified manner and promptly took it 
down and then realised he had a 2 metre sked with 
8DP, so Lin hooked up the 40 metre zepp and 
made contact. Owing to the broadness of the signal 
and terrific variation of antenna current, it is 
strongly suspected that over-modulation took place, 
why not try FM? 

At the risk of being sacked from this job, I 
venture to agree with the VK5 scribe on the intru- 
sion of practices of various semi-secret societies, 
ete., into Ham Radio. Such things should not be 
and should be stamped on hard as soon as noticed. 
As it is, it’s a grand game, but it can only be 
kept so by guarding the basic principals which 
have guided us in the past. Split us up into a 
lot of little cliques and we can buy Ham Radio’s 
tombstone right now. 


EASTERN ZONE 


We are looking forward to the show at Omeo on 
King’s Birthday week-end and Bill, Rex and Gwen 
have everything all set. It will be well over when 
these notes reach print, so the full gen will appear 
next month. 8DI is recovering rapidly after having 
his appendix removed. 3PR and 3QZ have returned 
from holidays. Graham having visited VK5. Did 
you hear anything of Sid, VK5SB, ex-VK3CI, 
Graham? 3ANC is on holidays at Maffra where 
he is helping 88S to catch up on the repairs. 
Keith’s junior op., David, has apparently fallen 


among doubtful characters at school as he has gone: 


so far as to build a 144 Me. receiver and prattles 
happily of quench oscillators and other queer things! 

38AHK is on c.w. again as the modulation power 
transformer gave up the ghost in a cloud of smoke 
and a lot of sizzling sounds. The other boys in 
the zone say they aren’t doing anything to report 
in the notes, but we have had 8VG, 3GO, and 3AFG, 
of the city of Sale, in the hook-up lately. Speaking 
of hook-ups, it would appear that several VK3s 
either can’t read (or don’t care) because we have 
persistent QRM on 8650 Ke. during our Sunday 
night sked; so eye us a break, chaps, we haven’t 
any “California kilowatt’? rigs in the zone. 

June 24 was “D’’ Day for VK3GO. Greetings 
from the Eastern Zone who hope he will now have 
time to build a transmitter and get on the ’air. 


SOUTH WESTERN ZONE 


8MH has erected a new antenna. You sure are 
pushing out a signal these days Mart. 3BI has now 
recovered from the gout, or was it rheumatism, 
and the cheery voice is heard a little more often 
on 40 now. Had an invasion of Hams into the 
western plains recently, namely 83ARL (Stawell), 
8AKF and 3TM (Melbourne). The boys arrived at 
Dunkeld one Sunday and proceeded to ‘“‘do” 3AGD’s 
place over. John had an opportunity of working 
some fine 2 metre DX that day, as 83ARL brought 
his 2 metre station with him. Later in the afternoon 
the boys arrived here at Westmere intent on arriving 
back in Stawell by 7 p.m. The various contacts 
which ensued were judged by others as emanating 
from a mad house. However we did have lots of 
fun and the boys finally arrived back in Stawell 
about 12.80 a.m. Monday, about 44 hours before 
38TM was due to catch a train for Melbourne. 


8GR has a 20 metre beam well under way and 
should be chasing the DX any time now. A new 
station on 80 metres, 83EQ, has the Type 3 by the 
fire in the living room, so might hear more of 
him this winter. 3AGE of Colac has finished the 
new shack and now active on the bands again. 

Things have been pretty dry for 3HG at Coler- 
aine this autumn, but by now things should be 
looking better. Would some of the S.W. zone chaps 
please drop me (8AKR) a line with some news. 

Things are very quiet at Geelong. Guess the cold 
snap and poor conditions on the band have some- 
thing to do with it.. 3WT had a gang at his QTH 
yecently and took his pole down and had it up 
again in no time. 83AKE was heard on 40 a couple 
of times; not very often. that Ed is up on that band, 
is nearly always on 144 Mce.; plans to build up a 
converter. He had his brother 30P there recently. 
3ABK has had a short period at home and made 
up a 2 metre transceiver using a 955. He made a 
very nice job of it. 8ABC and 38AJT are still 
operating on the 14 Mc. band. B8ALG not been 
very active over the past month, has a D104 mike 


ore GEELONG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


As the year, which ends in June, draws to a 
close members had a lengthy discussion on the 
syllabus items for the next 12 months. Members 
congratulated club member Peter Crosswaite on 
attaining his Ham ticket. One of the other members 
not present on this occasion also was successful in 
getting his ticket. He is Brian Lloyd. Members 
spent a very pleasant evening at the following 
meeting when a display at the club rooms of various 
pieces of equipment was viewed, then members 
visited the shack of 3WT, Amongst Bill’s gear was 


a CR100 Rx, a midget xtal oscillator, and a 20 
metre rig in rack and panel style, very neatly 
constructed. A nice supper gwas arranged for the 
members and in the middle’ of the table was an 
er gal with the words ‘Welcome to Amateurs” 
on it. 


‘QUEENSLAND 


The monthly meeting for May wag held on the 
third Friday of the month and we draw the atten- 
tion of all members to the alteration in the date 
of the monthly General Meeting. This Division 
aow holds its monthly meetings in the I.R.E. Rooms, 
Wickham Street, Valley. Meetings are held on the 
third Friday of each month. 

During the past month there 
note from Divisional Headquarters. 
main activity has been in connection with the 
purchase of disposals gear. At the last general 
meeting there was “much binding on the marsh” 
over this matter, but those present seemed to 
contribute very little to the progress of the Division 
as a whole. 

Starting in July, the Division will run a full 
course for those interested in gaining their A.O.C.P. 

Advice has been received from VK9JC (ex- 
VK4WL, ex-VK2) that Wal will commence on Ist 
June a continuous transmission of phone and c.w. 
on 50.352 Me. Wal’s QTH is Los Negros Island. 

All Northern Zone Managers are requested to 
forward notes for inclusion in ‘A.R.” to the Sub- 
Editor by the end of each month. Conditions at 
the writer’s QTH are so bad (power line QRM) 
that it is impossible to maintain the usual skeds 
with Zone Managers. Previous years have shown 
that these conditions will last throughout the 


winter. 
MACKAY ZONE 


Manager 4KW.—4AM_ still 
of trouble with mikes. 4FH has a new antenna up 
and is back in circulation. 4KW busy now the 
football season is here, doing work at the local 
ball game. Latest advice is that 4BQ is leaving 
for Brisbane; Bill’s departure from Mackay will 
be a big loss to the local club. 


. BUNDABERG ZONE 


Manager 4XJ.—Very little activity in the zone 
as everybody seems to be re-building. _4CW opera- 
ting from a new QTH, but has disposed of the 
beam to 4UK. 4UK very busy building rig and 
should be very active soon. 4HE building new 
rack. 4XJ building new rig also rack and panel. 
Les has the old 4BJ modulator but rusty chassis 
demanded paint and the modulator is now in 
process of re-build. 4BB heard on 20 and 40, but 
little news. Rumour is that 4BJ is going to return 
to Hamdom with little rig on 40, very pleased to 
hear that Vic, and hope to QSO soon. 


is very little of 
The executive’s 


having quite a lot 


MARYBOROUGH ZONE 


Manager 4GH.—-Over the Easter period 2BG 
visited 4BG, they had a 2 metre transmitter and 
receiver, 6 metre converter and a three over three 
2 metre beam. Skeds were kept with 4LN of 
Gympie, who went to Maryborough with 2 metre 
gear and on the return journey maintained contact 
with 4BG until Barry was within 15 miles of 
Gympie. 4LN was using an SCOR522, 4AI has also 
got 2 metre and 6 metre going. 4BG also operates 
on 20 and 10. 4GH also interested in v.h.f. We 
are pleased to hear that Gordon’s XYL is home again 
and well on the road to recovery from recent illness. 


GYMPIE ZONE 


Manager 4HZ.—4RA has wrecked the modulator 
and has ideas of something super. 4LN very busy 
these days with C.E.L. trucks and f.m. mobile gear. 
4CR using low down antenna. 4KT still receiving 
s.w.l. cards. Please note, 4KT not active. 4SE 
is running 10 watts to 144 Me, gear with nine 
element Jagi and also building a corner reflector. 
4XR using trombone matching on 20 metre beam, 
300 ohm feed. Hopes to add third element. 4HZ 
re-erected extended double zepp and worked two 
YVs and HC on 20 metre phone. 


DARLING DOWNS ZONE 


Manager 4CG.—V.h.f. is the “big talk’? in this 
zone at present with greatest interest at 4TY. 
Norm is on 50, 144 and reports hearing Brisbane 
stations—distance around 100 miles. 4TY heard 
4HC on 144 Mc.. 4XN called on 4C0G and put on 
v.h.f. pressure talk—results negligible to date. Eric 
still getting those elusive openings and working 
VK3 and VK5 on 50 Me. 4CU has not been so 
active but keeps regular skeds with 4KK and has 
worked 4XN. 4KK experimenting with antennae— 
beams, ete. - 

Toowoomba was represented in emergency drill 
on 21st May with 4WE—4SG as control station. 
4EQG and two new Hams, 4]G and 4TS in the field. 
Hook-up a bit jerky, but will round off with 
practice. 4REF and 4DA showing greater interest 
in new cars than Ham Radio. Alas, poor Warwick 
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——no news again. (Where’s 4CH these days?). 
4CG developing into a phone hound, much to the 
disgust of his c.w. mates. Cliff reckons he is ‘“‘solid’”’ 
gold—he is fourteen stone anyway! 


BRISBANE ZONE 


Manager 4UX.—4SV holidaying at Surfers’ Para- 
dise, using 4UX’s portable rig. 4EH pulled the leg 
of quite a few chaps when he came on the air 
with really .beautiful phone. It later transpired that 
Ron was in 4KP’s shack. 4X@ is an authority on 
transplanting holes from one location to another. 
reckons square holes are best for transplanting. 
4HR is interested in 4XG’s efforts with holes as he 
is desirous of putting up rather a nice pole before 
he strokes all of it away. 4RT also proud of a 
nice pole, Johno has patted said pole so much that 
he has worn six inches off the end. 

4HB has rather queer noises coming from his 
rig and can’t make out whether it is wasps or a 
dud tranny. 4WG has installed such a nice beam 
that works so well that Wally reckons there is 
no longer any fun working DX. 4PR has put up 
the aerial to end aerials. Claude passes his place 
every day and so far has noticed quite a few dif- 
ferent aerials. 4XG, 4ZU and 4RT heard working 
Africians on 19 metres (must be that Brisbane 
DX Club again). % 

4JA is erecting two section 8JK and building 
a house at the same time. Would be willing to bet 
that beam is finished first. Has a nice double con- 
version super which really is good. 4ST fishing is 
firm favourite with Stan, he has finished his shack 
and reckons that it won’t be long now _ before 
everything is just, perfect, and regular. 4HA, no 
sign of Harry these days. 4UX running 100 watts. 
Claude nearly lost his dog ‘CQ’ when the hound 
tecided to smell the top of a condenser which 


‘ .ad 900 volts on it. The dog left in such a hurry 


hat his shadow is still looking for. him. 


—— . 6 6 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


The monthly general meeting for May took the 
form of a ‘‘buy and sell’? night and it, proved quite 

success, so much so, that it is intended to hold 
such a night at least twice a year. Personally 1 
don’t think that I have ever seen such a collection 
of junk gathered together in one room (I refer to 
the radio gear, not the members) in all my exper- 
jence of these nights, but it must have been -just 
what the members wanted, because it all dis- 
appeared before one could say Edward Barbier or 
some such high-faluting phrase. In VK5 we are 
not allowed to hold auctions without a special 
license, and if we get the license we must engage 
an authorised auctioneer. Therefore we don’t hold 
an auction and we don’t have an auctioneer, we 
just tender for the goods, and the receiver of the 
tenders is none other than Dougal Whitburn (5BY). 


We have held several of these evenings over a 
period of time and I, in company with several 
others, have never been quite sure as to whether 
or not the evening hag been arranged for the purpose 
of giving Dougal a heck of a good time or to 
permit everybody to throw mud at him. Anyway, 
laughter was the predominant note of the evening 
ind Dougal’s quips and sallies as he tried to talk 


Nee members into buying (sorry I mean tendering) 


made good listening. 


Apparently someone tendered and bought the 
visitors’ book because I couldn’t find it all night 
and therefore have no names or details concerning 
the visitors. Most members and visitors kept on 
the move all night, possibly because they were 
frightened that if they stood for too long, Dougal 
would sell them for two bob. Seriously though, I 


Ne formed the impression that nobody present wanted 


to tender too much for any one article, as some 
first-class gear received some ridiculously low offers 
and some rubbish received some ridiculously high 
offers, but isn’t that just like an auction (pardon 
me, I have said that word again). When Dougal 
was about to offer a 1500 volt tranny for tender, 
he said, “Take this straight home and go on the 
air tonight,’ and a wag in the front row said, 
“and go off the air tomorrow.” 

The QTH of 5WF is beginning to look like 
Admiralty House with all the aerials and arrays 
around the place. ’Tis rumoured that he is con- 
sidering donning a Naval officer’s uniform to fit in 
with the surroundings, ‘‘Mine tinkit he make plurry 
good sailor.” 

5GL was talking to me the other day and was 
complaining because there were no v.h.f. notes for 
VK5 in the magazine. J disclaimed any respon- 
sibilitv for this and then he said, “I am very 
interested in v.h.f. notes, as a matter of fact I 
never read your notes, my XYL reads them and 
picks out anything that she thinks will interest 
me.’? Thank you Mrs. 5GL, and if you care to send 
me a list of what sort ‘of notes that Clem likes 
best, I will be only too pleased to squeeze as many 
of his likes in these notes as I can. After all, one 
does not often receive such compliments. 

IT have been listening to Joe E. Brown lately and 
{ have caught the fever, so here goes. Here is the 
thought for the month. Testing is the name that 
you give to all those adjustments that you do on 
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the air, but QRM is the name that you call it when 
the other fellow does the same thing. It’s all in 
viewpoint I suppose. To round it off, I quote, “A 
man with six children is better satisfied than a 
man with six thousand pounds. The man with six 
thousand pounds usually wants more.” 

The various Council and Executive Officers of 
the VK5 Division were appointed this month and 
are as follows: President, E. Barbier (5MD); 
Past President, H. Austin (5AW); Secretary, G. 
Bowen (5XU); Treasurer, T. Laidler (5TL); Asst. 
Secretary, D. Hosking (5DH); Traffic Manager, J. 
Kilgariff (5JT); QSL Officer, G. Luxon (5RX); 
Equipment Officer, F. Wreford (5DW); Programme 
Officer, J. Bulling (5KX); Publicity Officer, W. 
Parsons (5PS); J. McAllister carries on with the 
job that he has had for more years than I care 
to remember, that of Membership Organiser, and 
last but not least, J. Paris remains the Associate 
Representative on the Council. 

I have purposely left comment on the office of 
Vice-President until last, because I wish to draw 
your attention to the importance of this high office. 
The man chosen as Vice-President must be of high 
integrity, high morals, a high sense of duty, and 
above all, of high standing in the community. He 
must have plenty of this and that (with emphasis 
on this) and must at all times be able to take 
the scornful laughter of the motley and yet remain 
aloof. Need J , more. Ladies and gentlemen, I 
give you the new Vice-President for 1950—Warwick 
W. Parsons (5PS). Hooray, hooray, hooray. 1 
thang-you, I thang-you, I thang-you. In reply to 
the interjection that I have no education, I would 
like to say that I came through my schooling with 
high honors, why I was Dux in building blocks, 
Dux in plasticine, although I did not do too well 
in bead counters. Anyway, joking aside, they all 
look an energetic bunch and if we .are as happy 
as last year’s Council, then all will be well. 


There seems to be a slight doubt regarding the 
neni-appearance of v.h.f. notes from VKS5 in the 
magazine. 5RT has the doubtful honour of handling 
that side of the notes from VK5, and I can do no 
more than quote the remarks of that gentleman at 
a recent general meeting when quizzed by a member 
on the same subject, “If any one wants to know what 
is doing on the v.h.f. in VK5 let them get a good 
v.h.f. receiver and they can hear all the news that 
they want to hear.” Yes I know what is the ob- 
vious answer to that one, but tell Bob, don’t tell me. 

d5JA is well on his way to England, in fact he 
should be there before these notes are printed. I 
expect that we will be hearing John with a G@ call 
before long. 5CH has certainly been around this 
month as Claude has been heard on 80, 40, 20 
and 2 metres with a very good signal. OK on the 
Pullin meter Claude, unfortunately it could not be 
repaired, but the gesture was appreciated. 5MS 
is still chasing 29 metre DX and what is more is 
doing quite well thank you, Stewart’s three ele- 
ment beam is working OK too, although he must 
have felt a little bit shifty with the wind that was 
in the south east this month. 


5TW has had a fairly quiet month, but Tom is 
girding his loins in preparation for battle with 
the winter DX. Will someone tell me when it is 
around, The winter DX I mean. 5KU has been up 
in the air more than he has been on the air this 
month. The fine weather was suitable for gliding 
and that suited ‘Erg.” 55D does not permit any- 
body to catch up with him whilst in his Holden, 
so I have nothing to report regarding John, except 
that without a doubt work always comes first 
with him, 5CJ would have me believe that work 
always comes first with him also, but he manages 
to give 2 and 40 metre the once over. How’s 
the family Col? 

Received the April copy of “Splatter? and it 
gets better and better each copy. This little pub- 
lication is a credit to all concerned and I am taking 
the liberty of sending it to the Editor of this 
magazine to show him what VK5 can do. Once 
again congratulations 5VM, and keep up the 
good work. 

Heard a VK5 Ham complaining of the poor con- 
ditions existing on 20 at night and he said that 
he was becoming quite bored with listening on 
that band. .Another Ham present advised him to 
have a listen on 10 metres between 5.30 and 8.30 
p.m. to a certain station who was apparently oper- 
ating from his living room, and it was suggested 
that he would not be bored with the entertainment 
provided. Naturally I nosed my way to 10 and 
T can definitely say that I was not bored with my 
night’s listening. The first night I helped the XYL 
of the operator to prepare the evening meal, the 
only thing missing being the appetising smell of 
the sausages, although why the youngsters should 
have alluded to them as ‘snags’ is still puzzling 
me. After tea we all had a “beaut’? game of 
snakes and ladders, but only after we had done our 
homework (and between you and me, my answers 
to the arithmetic questions did not tally with those 
of the harmonic). I became quite annoyed during 
the snakes and ladders when 1 was on 93 and 
threw a six and slid down a Jadder to 42, and mind 
you I will admit that we made quite a lot of din 
when they caught me cheating, but the cuff behind 
the ear that one of my fellow players collected 
sounded a bit severe, 


Another night we had three female visitors and 
while the operator was calling CQ DX did we have 
a lovely gossip, well I am not one to talk, but!! 
A later night we had a slight difference of opinion 
with the operator’s XYL as to. whether or not she 
could buy that new hat, and although I felt like 
weakening once or twice I am glad to say that we 
firmly said NO! We have visitors coming next 
week and I am feeling quite excited because I 
have never met them before, but I believe that 
they used to work with the operator’s XYL before 
she was married. I can hardly wait, just think 
only three more sleeps and then they will be 
there. You think that I am kidding? OK, have a 
listen sometime, he is using heavy compression and 
all the background noise comes up and hits you in 
the face. 

In company with all other famous journalists I 
always make my notes at general or council meet- 
ings in my own brand of shorthand and sometimes 
I find it hard to decipher it. This month I am 
being worried with some notes I made at the last 
Council meeting. For the life of me I can’t make 
out what I had in mind when I wrote, ‘Two 
drongoes to be invited to supper after the meet- 
ing.” Now what could that mean? I must ask 
“Doc,” he might know. 

There ig a suggestion that the next general meet- 
ing will be asked to consider making our retiring 
Secretary, ‘Doc’ Barbier (5MD) an Honorary Life 
Member of the VK5 Division of the W.LA., in 
recognition of his untiring services to the Division. 
In view of all he has done in the past for Ham 
Radio in this State, I don’t think that there will 
be much time spent in considering such a matter, 
AS feeling should be unamimous. As I said in my 
befuddled way last month, a finer Ham has never 
pressed a key or used a microphone in VK5, if not 
in : 

What has become of the terrible twins of 20 
metres, 5JW and 5MX? There was a time when 
one could tune into twenty and if the two Johns 
weren’t on, then no further time need be wasted in 
listening for any signals, the band could be taken 
as “dead.’”’ Rumour has it that they have migrated 
to 2 metres, but I cannot verify this. Come out, 
come out, wherever you are. 


5DK has bobbed up on 20 metres operating 
from the Toc H Club Rooms at Henley Beach. 
Both 5WF and myself went out of our way to tell 
him that conditions were putrid on that band, and 
that he wouldn’t like the band, but no, he had to 
find out for himself. We hope that all his fowls die! 

Associate member Bob Turner is at the moment 
in a R.A.A.F. Hospital in VK3_ recovering from 
an operation. I believe that he had rather a bad 
time, and we all hope that he continues to make 
good progress (especially my daughter). I thought 
she was goofy enough when he was around the 
place, but since he has been in VK3, well all I 
can say is “The Lord protect me from my near 
relatives and I will take care of myself.” 


I quote the following from ‘Splatter’: “Catford 
(5XL).—On April 2 at Clare and District Hospital, 
to Vera and Lance, a son.’’ Congratulations to you 
both from all down here, and sorry to be so late 
with the news Lance, but you fellows are so close 
with your news up there that it takes a month or 
two for me to catch up with you. My XYL likes 
the name too, Adrian Jeoffry, although she says 
that. Vera will have her hands full with two Hams 
in the house later on. 


Heard 5JK the other night putting in a sur- 
prisingly strong signal to me on 20, in fact 5WE 
was heard commenting later on that there was 
evidently another source of local QRM at Henley 
Beach. Jack has to rise very early in the mornings 
and that prevents him from being on the air at 
night to any extent. While I would be the first 
to admit that he has had professional experience 
on the mike, he is still an object lesson to all 
“ummers and errers’? on the concise and efficient 
open and shutting of the mouth in front of a 
microphone, 

A little birdie tells me that a number of com- 
plaints are arriving from Interstate sources regard- 
ing bad splatter on VK5 phone signals. Personally 
I am not surprised, but what does surprise me is 
that anyone should have the hide to doubt that 
they are splattering after the report comes from 
Interstate. If they hear it over there, it sure is 
SPLATTER. 

5WM returned from his trip Interstate full of 
good cheer and other commodities, the principal 
iniquity being two new pipes; two pipes mind you, 
as if one didn’t tiddley wink enough! Harry 
Vonthetoff (S5KW) has at long last received his 
call and is making his presence felt in the Upper 
Murray district. He is running 60 watts to a 
pair of 807s in the final, modulated by a pair of 
the same tubes in Class A'B2; receiver is a nine 
tube home-made job, and the lot is mounted in a 
rack and looks quite professional. Welcome to the 
air Harry. 

5BC is. building a v.f.o. unit using the well 
known “Clapp” circuit and using a built-in power 
supply. He is very pleased with stability, but I 
suggest that he makes one of his noted pots of 
tea and stands the v.f.o. alongside said pot and the 
stability will be evem better. The tea he usually 
makes is strong enough to hold anything to the 


Page 19 


7 


straight and ‘narrow. 5MA is back from ‘holidays 
and has been seen sneaking into his shack when his 


XYL was not looking. ‘His * activities are mainly’ 


confined to 50 Mc. and has been revamping a dis 
posals receiver for that band. Tests between he 
and 5BC with it were extra good. 5RE has dis- 
appeared into smoke for a couple of months, pres- 
sure of seasonal work is probably the answer, but 
he will be back, never you féar, they can’t resist it. 


5SL has almost completed his converter and re- 
sults so far are well up to expectations, although 
he is that busy in ‘his off: work hours raking the 
extra chips in, that he has not the time for much 
Ham Radio. Of course, there is also the fiancee, 
you little devil “Skinny.”’ 5BJ is busy building 
gear but will not be on the air for some time yet. 
He is another one who is getting rich quick on 
the side. Look out that you and “Skinny” don’t 
both become the richest men in the cemetery. 5WM 
has returned from the second best b.c. station in 
VK5 after a spot of relieving duties and I believe 
that every time that the boys up there answer the 
phone these days a feminine voice says, “Is that you 
Wick, sweety pie.’ What has he got that I haven’t 
had longer? I think that I must do a spot of 
relieving duties up there; what am I saying! 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


The May meeting showed a few of the rarer 
call signs getting an airing. Seen among an aver- 
age gathering such comparative strangers as 6DH, 
6RB, 6AP and 6BG. A new member in 6TY was 
approved and, together with old-timer 6AZ, was 
welcomed in the usual manner. One of the principal 
items of business for the evening was a report 
from the new ‘Contest Committee given by 6RU in 
the absence of the Chairman, 6DD. Jim dealt at 
some length with future contest activities in VK6 
giving details of nearly a dozen contests which 
will be conducted in the coming year. The first 
will be the popular 40 metre “Scramble’’ to be’ 
held on 25th June (the echoes should be just 
about dying down by the time you read this) and 
a full programme covering all aspects of Amateur 
interest from 80 to 2 metres or even higher! 


The Dinner Committee reported favourable pro- 
gress for the big event on 9th June (By now only 
a memory, I hope it is a pleasant one, indications 
at the time of writing are for a good evening with 
better support both from town and country mem- 
bers than in previous years). Trophies are to be 
awarded to the first three place-getters in the 
“‘Seramble.” First will receive the 1950 President’s 
Trophy which 6KWeassures me will be well worth 
the winning. Also/;allocated in this contest will 
be 6JN’s prize of one guinea for the best perform- 
ance on a “‘miles-per-watt’’ basis. 


PERSONALITIES 


I think I shall stick to Ham Radio as a hobby. 
Look how well the old-timers are wearing over the 
years. “Skipper” Schofield, 6WS, looking as bright 
and sprightly as ever, gave members an interesting 
talk on his recent trip around the Eastern States. 

Credit is due to whoever thought up the idea of 
putting the 20th Convention on the wire for the 
benefit. of the States. The copy was run at the 
May meeting per medium of 6KW’s recorder and 
gave an intimate and interesting sidelight to the 
Convention. The quality and continuity were ex- 
cellent and voices. were really ‘in the room.’ 
Take a bow, F.E. 

That gad-about mentioned last month as being 
in Albany, 6RT, turned up at the meeting and 
took a keen interest in the proceedings. Where 
to next, Len? Could it be Cue at last? Before I 
go any further I must also take a bow, a bow out. 
This will be my last effort as I am handing over 
to 6AS, Alec Smith, beginning next month. Alec 
will also handle: the 6WI broadcasts as soon as 
he can get the official gear rigged up at his QTH. 
My reason? A change of occupation involving a 
possible change of QTH. 

6FD- has come back to 40 metres with a signal 
from Bunbury and has been renewing old acquain- 
tances over the air. 6WZ is a pleased man these 
days: with his new “Bunnerong” giving him a 
handy 40 watts. Not bad for d.c. mains! Harry 
has lately discovered a latent talent for gardening 
(or perhaps the XYL found it for you!) and his 
garden is. beginning to benefit considerably. An- 
other Ham who professes to derive pleasure from 
tilling the soil is 6XG down Katanning way. 


Hams collect various types of junk in their 
pursuit of their favourite hobby, but one of the 
strangest was heard on 40 the other day; 6LU was 
heard telling 6JP of a bunch of tooth-brushes and 
some pieces of plate glass he had gathered and was 
sending along. Subtle inquiry revealed the use of 
handles as spacers on an antenna feed line. It’s 
an idea! The plate glass took the place of the 
centre insulator, up till then a lowly oil-bottle! 
Who said the modern Ham was losing his inven- 
tiveness? 

Remember the lost Ham of Geraldton, 6CN, who 
has been without power for months. Tired of 
waiting for promises to eventuate, Cyril is now 
investigating the possibilities of a battery operated 
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rig. 6AZ deep in contemplation of plans for his 
new shack which he hopes te complete during his 
forthcoming holidays. Heard another newcomer to 
the Ham fraternity on 40—60Y, complete with a 
braw Scots’ accent, welcome to VK6 Tom! 

Seven megacycles is showing signs of its winter 
improvement these days with more and more sta- 
tions appearing on the band. One station which 
really had the 40 metre regulars gasping was 6BW 
coming out of hibernation with a QRP v.f.o. and 
working up to Geraldton. Mick wasn’t the only 
one to stage a comeback. 6SK was seen working 
on a nifty looking portable 7 Mc. set-up using a 
6A6 push-pull oscillator with modulator complete. 

6WH has taken to the country touring business 
and J understand he turned up in Albany the other 
day. Also heard checking his rig on 40 was 6RU, 
who now sports a good antenna for that band. 
Could all this activity augur well for our 7 Mc. 
“Seramble’? Another ‘“Bunnerong’ advocate is 
6GU up at Boulder who swears by the rotary 
converter to provide the very necessary a.c. from 
the not-so-popular d.c. 6FL still running a pair 
of 811s on ten, but Frank finds them a bit hard 
to drive. Well, I hope you all have (or had) a 
good time at the Dinner. This business of writing 
about events before they happen, to be read after 
they occur, has its disadvantages! 


6EC down at Minding has been working steadily 
at his favourite hobby. Erie now has a fine new 
beam for ten metres and to go with it he has a 
turret switched transmitter. Spotted a 35 ft. tower 
in the backyard of 6JW. Hope it’s soon in a ver- 
tical position supporting a beam or two, John. 
Helped Alec, 6AS, to establish the 6WI 7 Mc. rig 
in his QTH so expect to hear more of Alec on 
that band. If he is going to take over these notes, 
he will have to keep going on 40 anyway, Heard 
6LW operating his portable rig from up Boulder 
way and putting quite a fair signal down into 
the Metropolitan area. Well, I guess that’s the 
issue so 73 to all. 
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TASMANIA 


NORTHERN ZONE 


The King’s Hall, on 12th May, presented a very 
weleome sight by being the best attended meeting 
for some time. I suspect that quite a few came in 
an endeavour to ascertain whether or not it would 
be necessary to water the lawn on Saturday. The 
lecturer was Mr. Scowan from the airport at West- 
erm Junction, his subject broadly, meteorology— 
specifically designed to give food for thought for 
144 Mc. predictions. To this end Mr. Scowan 
succeeded admirably and, even though we do not 
know exactly when to slap the ergs on 2 metres, 
we do know what we are looking for on the 
weather charts and it will be most interesting to 
compare future openings with details from the 
weather man. We are very grateful to Mr. Scowan 
as indeed we are to all the lecturers who give up 
their time in an earnest endeavour to impart some 
of their knowledge to us. Also it is most fitting 
that on these occasions we have such large gather- 
ings, please keep it up. Incidentally, the weather 
men said that Saturday should either be showery 
or raining all day—see final note. 


Activities have been somewhat desultory this 
month, due possibly to our blankety blank cold 
weather—if this is the best the gang on Macquarie 
Island can send up to us, I won’t work a VK 
again, or will I? Believe 7BQ has not been enjoy- 
ing the best of health of late and trust that ere 
this is printed, his recovery is complete. 7XW seems 
to have deserted 7 Mc. and maintains a deep 
silence, to my ears anyway. Let’s hear from you 
Chris, juggle the shifts or something and hop 
across the road some Friday nights. 

7AM should be blowing great chunks out of 
the ether around 7 Me. way by print time as he 
tells me of 100 watts and an 813 and the re- 
erection of mast, etc.. Even went to the trouble 
of a shack spring clean—horrible thought. 7LZ is 
back from his sojourn in the wide open spaces, his 
main: impression being, I believe, the ease of 
erecting rhombics on all the decent DX spots. I'll 
bet that even then though the best conditions would 
coincide with lambing time or something. 7DS 
breathing dire threats against me for suggesting 
he borrow the goal posts from the football club for 
his antenna but, on looking through the sports 
column, they only seem to need the little ones 
anyway. 

7PF seems to have successfully cleaned up the 
little troubles that beset us all at times and at 
my QTH the signal is OK. Keep it that way 
Peter and your feet won’t get wet. 7DB still very 
QRL house-building and not very much time for 
Ham Radio, but it will keep, Dor. Here, my single 
807 became lonely so I gave it a mate, but it 
looks like incompatability as they won’t behave 
on 10 yet—ah well, maybe there’s a lot to be 
said for single blessedness. 

Our’ next meeting is scheduled for 14th July. I 
wonder if some kind bird would whisper that date 
into the shell like pink ear of our State QSL 
Manager: Oh yest Re the end of para one. It 
was a beautiful, sunny, cloudless day!!! 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The opinions expressed in these letters are the 
individual opinions of the writer, and do not 
necessarily coincide with those of the publishers. 


WARNING TO AMATEURS 


4 Sunbeam Ave., Croydon, N.S.W. 
Editor “A.R.,’”? Sir, 

I would like you to publish the following. On 
Tuesday night, 9/5/50, my shack was broken into 
and my Marconi B28 Receiver was stolen. Entry 
was gained by breaking away the fibro cement 
sheets near the ground, I would like to suggest 
that Hams line the inside of their shacks or screw 
hardwood battens every foot or so up from the 
ground. Several VK2 Hams that I know of have 
Jost valuable gear in similar circumstances. 


Description of the B28 Receiver (No. 263887): 
size approximately 14” x 14” x 14”, weight about 
60 lbs, slide rule dial, 0-1 Ma. S meter, 12 valves 
(11 on top and 6H6 noise suppressor underneath), 
10 knobs, one on-off switch, and noise suppressor 
switch, frequency coverage Ke. to 80 Me. cov- 
ered in six bands. In fact it was a very f.b. 
receiver and JI would appreciate it very much if 
someone could give me a line of it, as apparently 
commercially built receivers have a ready market 
and may be shipped Interstate to be disposed of. 


—CHARLES LUCKMAN, VK2JT. 


HAMADS e 


9d. per line, minimum 2/-. 


Advertisements under this heading will only be 
accepted from Institute Members who desire to 
dispose of equipment which is their own personal 
property. Copy must be received by 8th of the 


month, and remittance must accompany advertise 


ment. Calculation of cost is based on an averag 
of six words a line. 


FOR SALE.—Eddystone “640” Re- 
ceiver as new. £55. G. A. Turner, 6 
Queen’s Avenue, Ararat, Vic. 


FOR SALE.—Input, Driver and Mod. 
Transformers from BC375E, 100 watts 
audio, £4 per set. L. T. Frith, 265 
Clarendon Street, South Melb., Vic. 


FOR SALE or Exchange—£7/10/ " 


each, two No. 109 Mark II. power sup- 
plies, 6 v. d.c. operation. A. S. Mather, 
14 William St., Singleton, N.S.W. 


240 v. a.c., 12 v. d.c. All coils. 140 Ke.- 
25 Mc. Appearance performance very 
good, £35. ATR4A Transmitter Receiv- 
er, complete all valves and speaker, 
less xtals, working order like new, £10. 
R.C.A. 100 Ke. xtal and holder, £3. 
TU10 Tuning Unit, new, £2/10/-. Phil- 
ips No. 4 com. Receiver, 1.2-20 Mc., 
five bands, 240 and 6 v. input; good 
condition £12/10/-. 3AP1 new £2/10/-. 
832 and socket £2. 813 £2. Apply G. 
Augustesen, Kellett Street, Auchen- 
flower, Brisbane, Qld. Phone: U 2640. 


SELL.—AR7 Receiver, power 0 Kee) 


WILL SACRIFICE, to clear—Accum- 
ulation twenty-five years’ activity: 
valves new and used, parts, instru- 
ments, meters, complete and incomplete 
gear, accessories all kinds. Retiring 
from active interest Amateur Radio. I’ve 
probably got what you want. Write Don 
B. Knock, 43 Yanko Avenue, Waverley, 
N.S.W. FW 2443. 
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TRANSFORMERS of DISTINCTION 
for all classes of 


ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 


RED LINE specialise in Audio Frequency Transformers up 
to Frequency Modulation standards; Power Transformers 
up to 2 KW rating. BUT—see RED LINE for Transformers 
of ANY specification whether for Industrial Applications, 
Electronic Controls, Broadcasting, Amateur Transmitting, 
or Public Address Systems. 
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Precision in Design 
and Construction 
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A GUARANTEE 
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= VICTORIAN DISTRIBUTORS: = = = 


Matched Transformer 
Kits, supplied for the 
Williamson High Fi- 
delity Negative Feed 
Back Amplifier. 


Multi Impedance Modula- 
tion Transformers. 


Class B Driver Trans- 
formers. 


Swinging and Smoothing 
Chokes. 


Wide Range Audio 
Equipment. 


Frequency Dividing 
Networks. 


Power Transformers. 


High Tension Plate 
Transformers. 


Low Tension Filament 
Supphes* 


Heavy Duty Power 
Supplies 


Output Transformers. 


Insulated for High Voltage if 
required. 


RED LINE EQUIPMENT Pty. Ltd. 


DEPENDABILITY CITY OFFICE: MU 6895 (3 lines), 157 Elizabeth St., Melbourne. 
2 WORKSHOP: Central 4773, 2 Coates Lane, Melbourne. 


Veall’s Electrical & Radio Homecrafts Pty. Ltd. Howard Radio Ltd. Healings Pty. Ltd. 
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Warburton Franki Ltd. 
Pty. Ltd. Radio Parts Pty. Ltd. A. G. Healing Ltd. Motor Spares Ltd. Lawrence & Hanson Ltd. 
Arthur J. Veall Pty. Ltd. 
—— ——— INTERSTATE DISTRIBUTORS: —— 
NEW SOUTH WALES: QUEENSLAND: Denradio Industries e ane eae Radio er AN 
: (Maryborough). erar oodman Ltd. R 
Cob Dam akon cede Bra Mart! ncritys Std, J. Michelmore & Co. Newton McLaren Ltd. Lawrence & Hanson Ltd. 
A. E. Harrold. (Mackay). Unbehaun & Johnstone Ltd. Noyes Bros. (Aust.) Ltd. 
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iii. 


The Complete Range Of 


METAL CHASSIS 


AND 


INSTRUMENT CASES 


is our desire to present a 
pete A range of Foundation 


SPEAKER CABINETS 


Steel, Black or Grey Equipment. Write to us for 
wrinkle finish. Takes 6” particulars of any other type 
Speaker. not listed here. 


Communication type steel case. 
Black or Grey wrinkle finish. 
Detachable front panel. Size 
LLY xe 5S” 3. 


METAL SPEAKER 
CABINETS 


Black or Grey wrinkle fin- 
ish. Takes up to 8” Speaker. 
As illustrated above. 


ce 


Size 15” x 7” x 8” as illustrated 
above with hinged lid. Other 
size available. 


‘JUST OUT! 


“AEGIS” RADIO PARTS 


boy, HOt Lerralibee 


J.H.MAGRATH:C: 


CATALOGUE 
z , iat Sensational new, comprehensive 
Admirable for the “Little Catalogue, indispensable for Amateur 
i le a aay eae rr and the Trade alike. 
peo agen SEND 3d. GET YOURS TODAY! 


J.H.MAGRATH eC: 


208 LITTLE LONSDALE STREET, MELBOURNE 


STEEL BOXES 


With detachable 
front panel. 
Black wrinkle 
finish. 


ALUMINIUM CHASSIS 


Aluminium undrilled Chassis with 
welded ends. As illustrated. Size 
6” x 4”. 


INSTRUMENT CASE 


Handy instrument type Case, Steel, 
Black or Grey wrinkle _ finish, 
with detachable sloping front 
panel. Size 91” x 64” x 8”. 
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